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eacher Profile:
Prof. Mitsuhiro lwasa - Cultural Anthropologist

By Homi Hasegawa

¢ aos. Whenever I hear this word, the first thing

L that comes to mind is a professor at Kochi
University - Prof. Mitsuhiro Iwasa. Many other
students will also think of Prof. Iwasa from the
Department of International Studies when they hear
about Laos. However, for those of us who haven’t taken
his class, I wrote this article to learn more about his
specialization and what sort of person he is. To get to
know him better, I interviewed him in his office and he
shared much about his work and his way of life.

His specialization is cultural
anthropology, with a
concentration on bioethics and
cultural research in Laos.

Prof. Iwasa was born
and raised in
Fukushima City, and
)/, after finishing his
education in Chiba
University and work-
ing for the National
-~ Museum of Ethnolo-
gy, Japan, popularly
. called ‘Minpaku’, he
came to Koch1 Unlver51ty as a lecturer three years ago
in 2011. At Kochi University, he teaches courses in
applied ethics, bioethics, and global ethics. His
research interests also include things like accepting
refugees, humanitarian aid, and the gap between the
rich and the poor.

“I'm not only a teacher of Laos, but also I am a
teacher who specializes in applied ethics and does
fieldwork in Laos,” he clarified. Many students consid-
er him as being a specialist about Laos but, in fact, His
real specialization is cultural anthropology, with a
concentration on bioethics and cultural research in
Laos. Cultural anthropology is the study of knowing
and understanding people’s way of lives in other
cultures and it brings us opportunities to take a look
ourselves. Prof. Iwasa especially focuses on the study of
ethnography related to the practice of care, such as
terminal care, nursing care for the elderly, and postpar-
tum care for women. He carries out this research based

on fieldwork in lowland and mountain villages in Laos.

To begin with, I asked him why he has interest in
Laos. It all goes back to his student days at university.
When he was a doctoral student, he took part in a big
project, which looked deeply into the study of medical

Editorial

Greetings and welcome again to the KU Campus
News 11th edition!

In the last edition, we concentrated on writing
more articles about KU students involved in volun-
teer activities across Japan and around the world.
Yet, there is a quote that says, “A journey of a thou-
sand miles begins with a first step”. That first step to
the world is none other than entering Kochi
University. Therefore, for this edition we decided to
focus more articles about KU and the activities
happening here.

For the frontpage stories, we profile the new
IELTS course which is helping students who wish
to take this international exam. We also include a
story by Meine Imanaka who was moved by her
recent visit to Rwanda.

For our teacher profile, we are proud to highlight
the work of Prof. Mitsuhiro Iwasa from the
Department of International Studies. KU students
strongly relate Iwasa-sensei with Laos. Through our
interviews, we could feel his passion towards his
research on Laos. What is more, we also found an
interesting story from him that makes us believe in
the existence of destiny.

Also, for the first time in the KU Campus News
publication history, we includes two new kinds of
articles. One is about the lunch spots around the
Asakura Campus and one article is about doing
part time work in Media Mori. On the lighter side,
the article about lunch spots around the Asakura
Campus is a guide for KU students and teachers to
rest and enjoy the fabulous gourmet options nearby
during a tiring day of studying. The latter is about

services by focusing on Laos and other Southeast Asian
countries. He was interested in Southeast Asian coun-
tries, but when it comes to thinking about Laos, he
didn’t know much about it. At that time, it was hard to
conduct a field survey in Laos and there was very little
prior research. This made him excited and raised his
interest in Laos. In Laos, he investigated terminal care
involving the concept of their philosophy of health. In
other words, the health behavior of how people in Laos
deal with sickness, and traditional herbal medicines
such as a spiritual way of curing illness. After becom-
ing interested in Laos, he stayed in one of the low-lying
farming villages for two years and continued doing
fieldwork there. Even now, he maintains his connec-
tion there by doing regular short-term fieldwork in that
area and other parts as well.

During the interview, Prof. Iwasa went into more
detail about his research and his passion became clear.
“To understand something I focus on, it is important to
understand the background of it. For instance, this year
I will do fieldwork which focuses on nursing care for
the elderly in Laos because lately there has been a
tendency to focus on the welfare for the aged. But in
the past, there was almost nothing about the welfare of
the aged. To get to know more about caring for elderly
in Laos, you also need to know about how old people
are dealt with in their village. To understand about
this, next you have to have knowledge of the relation-
ship between parents and children there because, in
general, daughters and her husbands traditionally take
care of their parents as the primary means of caring for
old people. Then, to understand the actual conditions
of the daughters and their husbands who take care of
their parents, it is important to know how the marriage
system works in Laos. That’s why you need to under-
stand aspects of the cultural background deeply when
you start to learn about something new.

Fieldwork in Laos plays E
an important role not only &} Tie
in his job, but also in his - 9
life. What’s your motto? = 4
When I asked him this 4
question, he answered in a ‘
soft tone of voice - ‘Sabai’. |
What is sabai? He contin- - & .
ued by explaining that while domg fieldwork in Laos,
every day from early morning he talks with Laotians
around him in the farming village to investigate
people’s daily way of life. Whenever he asked old guys
sitting in a circle in the village in Laos what they are
doing, they always said, “Being, just sitting on the
floor.” According to Prof. Iwasa, in Laos, sabai implies

By Katsue Anchi and Hanis Adiba Asmadi

the experience of working part time as student
computer assistant. It is written as a reference for
any students interested in spending their time effec-
tively by doing part time jobs at KU.

We also revisit a column for profiling graduate
students, and we are pleased to show the enthusi-
asm shown by Ms. Min ‘Lina’ Zhang from China.
As a graduate student and female international
student at KU, she follows her strong belief and is
trying her best to improve herself although facing a
severe job-hunting competition.

Besides that, to continue our KU Campus News
tradition, without fail, we shared the experience of
the brave KU students who are actively involved in
volunteer programs abroad. Check out their stories
on Page 2. Their experiences showed that KU
students are actively involved in programs all over
the world. We are also proud to share the experi-
ences of formal study abroad in Australia. We asked
Shinichiro Hoshida to write about his time at the
University of Queensland.

Finally, continuing with the roundtable format
first organized in last year’s 10th edition, we decid-
ed to continue this feature making some changes.
Along with our three foreign exchange partici-
pants, we invited two Japanese students to the
roundtable discussion to learn more about their
point of view regarding communication issues and
barriers between Japanese and foreign exchange
student.

We hope you enjoy the articles written by our
team and please enjoy your life on the KU campus!

condition in
individual’s '

a stable
which an
physical  and
states, social
and everyday life are “the F.
same as usual” without
urgent or serious prob-
lems - in other words, a i
good state of being. He softly said again and agam
“Yeah, I wish I could live life just like sabai.”

However, what Laos gave him is not only his motto
about how to live life. While doing fieldwork in Laos,
there was the woman who came from Japan to learn the
language. Who should she be but his future wife! Prof.
Iwasa and his wife first met in Laos and became a
couple there. As Iwasa-sensei’s interviewer, I was
impressed by this and started to think that he was
destined to meet her! After being together for eight
years, they finally got married last May.

In terms of goals, Prof. Iwasa intends to publish a
book about terminal care in Laos. This is his aim for
this year. There is a book he has already published -
Fieldwork of the Media: The Future of Cell Phones in
Africa (edited by Ichiyo Habuchi, Naoki Naito, and
Mitsuhiro Iwasa). If you are interested, you can buy

this book at IKUS.

Message from Prof. lwasa to KU students

One aim of the Department of International
Studies is to produce talented people who can see
from a global point of view. However, it’s important
to think about what this “global” actually means. I
want to ask you something. Do you know where
Gabon is located? Do you know where Venezuela is
located? Maybe there are fewer students who can
answer correctly where these are. Everyone focuses
on countries in Europe and North America too
much while thinking about the term ‘global’. Every-
one always considers foreign countries in the west
too much. But this is not really a global way of think-
ing. You should have an interest in the south parts of
the world too — countries in Africa, Latin America,
Oceania and Micronesia, and Asia. This message is
not only for students but teachers as well. They also
tend to regard the west as ‘global’. Teachers should
be more conscious of what global is in their classes.

For students: “Plunge into new things if you have
the chance — take interest in everything around you.
There is great potential to find something more than
what you imagine. You may not even realize what is
out there waiting for you. If you are given a chance
to do something new, do it!”
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