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Aya Quchi: Teaching Japanese and Korean (Class of 2011)

r. Akiho Tamura, who graduated from Kochi

University’s Department of International
Studies in 2013, is a student currently studying engi-
neering in Gothenburg, Sweden. I met him there in
2016 for the first time, and he was working on child
refugee protection in Gothenburg at that time. I was
surprised to see what a big step to his future he had
made after just a short time. What makes him study
engineering in Sweden now and what has happened in
his life track?

After graduating from KU and working at a high
school in Kochi for a year, he started his life in
Gothenburg. During his whole first year there, he
learned Swedish and acquired a sufficient language level
to get a good job in Sweden. He said it had been so
tough with a plenty of things to do, such as getting used
to life in Sweden, studying, and his part-time job. Then
M. Tamura began to work on child refugee protection
under the control of Gothenburg immigration. The
organization supports child refugees aged 14 to 18
regarding medical care, language education, and support

in daily life.

Aya Takeuchi: Working for World Peace (Class of 2005)

M s. Aya Takeuchi, who graduated from Kochi
University in March 2005, currently works at
the Japan-Sri Lanka Joint Comprehensive Partnership
Secretariat, Prime Minister’s Office of the Government
of Sri Lanka (JCP Secretariat). Most of her work is
related to supporting national development projects in
Sri Lanka.
When Ms. Takeu-
chi was a first-year uni-
versity student, one
international incident
had a big influence on
her. On September 11,
2001, synchronized ter-
rorist attacks occurred
in the US. She watched
the moment when the
airplanes crashed into
the buildings. “War
must follow,” she
thought. However,
people around her said
that there is no way war will occur. Although, the ter-
rorist attacks occurred and people were in deep sorrow
and panic in the US, people had enjoyed peace in Japan.
“I felt the contradiction,” she said. Why is it that war
occurs around the world...? This incident started my
interest in peace studies and settlement of disputes.”
During her university studies, she read about
Palestine and decided to visit there. “My parents dis-
agreed with my plan because it was dangerous,” she said.
“But I visited there because I would never know enough
about without actually going. Looking at the reality is
meaningful.” She visited Palestine twice during her uni-
versity life and worked in refugee camps in Lebanon.
“Even though lots of things are happening all over the
world such as war and conflict, we think nothing about
it and treat it like other people’s affairs. That’s strange to
me,” she noted. “We are all human beings, so I think we

Mr. Tamura lived with 10 children and 10
co-workers at a facility and took care of one or two of
them. He noted the big responsibilities of his job
regarding whether children would be permitted by
Sweden and live their life in hope again. Some children
were a little negative based on their difficult background.
He thought play was the best way to have fun and make
them happier without any words. He met many children
and co-workers who had different backgrounds.
Especially the refugees had difficult life experiences but
this made him think about the life process being similar
for everyone. This inspired him in this job. “I was
impressed because everybody lives their life process with
happiness and struggling. It does not matter if they are
refugees or people with different backgrounds,” he said.

Now, he currently a graduate student at Chalmers
University of Technology where he is doing his Masters
degree. He is studying engineering and trying to get
teacher licenses for math and science. Mr. Tamura said
gave the reasons why he went back to school in Sweden.
First, education for anybody is socially accepted and free
in spite your age. It is difficult for immigrants to

compete with Swedish people
to get jobs without any pro-
fessional skills. In his case, he
could work as an English or
Japanese teacher in Sweden
with his teacher licenses.
However, it he had limited
chances to get a job. The
Swedish system of ‘Education
to anybody for free’, has
helped Akiho to open new
choices for his life in Sweden.
Second, people in Sweden are
encouraged to go back to
school and they are welcomed
back to the same job again.
Mr. Tamura also still has a

should do what we can for each other.”

It was great to interview Ms. Takeuchi because she
was one of students who initiated this Kochi University
Campus News project. “I was happy to start the KU
Campus News,” she said. “We could use English and it
was a good opportunity for us to know more about what
is happening at Kochi University. It was one important
way for students to be exposed to English.”

After graduating from Kochi University, she worked
at the 2005 World Exposition, in Aichi, Japan. After
that, she got involved for a year or so in the establish-
ment of Material Pavilion of War and Peace called
“PEACE AICHI”. Through this experience, she felt
differences between war survivors and modern people’s
the view of peace. Therefore, she decided to attend grad-
uate school at Coventry University in the UK. Coventry
University’s MA in Peace and Reconciliation Studies is
a widely acknowledged program and this afforded her
the chance to study peace more deeply. Thanks to her
studies and wide experience, Ms. Takeuchi then got a
job in 2007 with a Social Enterprise in Coventry which
promoted multicultural symbiosis. In this job, she
managed a staff of about 60 volunteers from 30 different
nationalities, races and cultures as a volunteer coordina-
tor for three years.

Upon her return to Japan in 2010, she went back to
her hometown in Aichi and engaged in multicultural

By Miyuki Shimomoto

choice to get back to his
job again. This is part of
the reason that he chose
to study in Sweden
again.

With these big
changes in Mr. Tamura’s
life, he told me about
some of the challenges
he has faced in Sweden such as language and weather.
About language, Swedish has surrounded him all the
time when is on the job and studying. It has sometimes
made him feel stress, but he thinks that official language
use on each country is important. Many Swedish people
are good English speakers, but they can be more honest
in the Swedish language. Mr. Tamura is able to better
see the root of thought and develop a wider perspective
with his Swedish ability. Regarding the weather in
Sweden, it is completely dark and cold in winter, he said.
Meeting friends, making sure you get proper nutrition,
and working out are the ways to get through the winter.

Based on my interview and knowledge about Mr.
Tamura, I asked him about his future. His experiences
have allowed him to meet people and build up his new
values and thoughts. He believes he has no limits in his
tuture possibilities, and he continually thinks about how
to widen his choices for the future even more. We can
clearly see this through his efforts to get his master’s
degree, and he is on the way to success in Europe! “Do
what you want
to do before
running out of
time,” he
advised as a
parting
message.

Where are they now?

We are bringing back our ‘Where Are They Now?’
feature of the KU Campus News! In this section, we
profile former graduates from our International Studies

M s. Aya Ouchi graduated from Kochi University
in 2011, and also went on to do graduate studies
at KU and received her MA in Japanese language teach-
ing in 2013. As an undergrad and a grad student her
clear focus was on Japanese language teaching, and as
this story will show, her lifelong dream has come true.

It all started when she was a junior high school
student. One encounter led to her dream, and she
studied very hard to fulfill that. When she was a junior
high school student, she didn’t like English very much.
At that time, she met an ALT teacher and they started a
diary exchange in English. Ms. Ouchi was so impressed
by her, and she thought that teaching her own language
to people from other countries could be very interesting.
At that point, she decided to be a Japanese language
teacher.

After graduating from junior high school, she
studied in an English course during high school. Ms.
Ouchi thought that English is necessary to teach
Japanese in other countries, so she studied very hard.
She has continued to make such an effort throughout
her school life.

Ms. Ouchi entered Kochi University and started in
earnest about how to teach Japanese to foreign people.
She also started to study Chinese, and she found some
similarities between Japanese and Chinese which was
interesting for her. In Kochi University, there were some
international students from China and Korea, and she
became friends with them. She especially developed
very good
relationships
with Korean
international
students.
Through cul-
tural exchange
with Korean
international
students, she

Course. These people have interesting and inspiring

and regional

symbiosis proj-

ects. She worked

at organizations

which are com-

munity-based

such as universi-

ties and city hall,

and supported

the lives of

people who come from different backgrounds. This work
as a community cooperation coordinator for multicul-
tural symbiosis lasted about five years.

In her private life, Ms. Takeuchi started an organi-
zation called ‘Chita Vision Project’ and managed
learning support for children who have origins in
foreign countries. Until now, she has supported a total
of about 200 children from countries such as Brazil,
Peru, Bolivia, and the Philippines. She is not a represen-
tative now, but she is proud that this organization is still
supporting such children.

After the ‘Chita Vision Project’ was on track, Ms.
Takeuchi got her current job with the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister’s Office as her next career step, and she works
hard every day. “When I was a university student, I
experienced a lot of things such as Yosakoi and going to
Palestine. Of course, I did stupid things too...” During
this interview, she thought back on her university life
and chuckled. “I want university students to do what
they want to do. As a university student, you should do
things that you can only do now. I know students have
lots of pressure and worries for the future, but you
should challenge everything you want to do. It might
end up in failure, but that doesn't matter. It is important
for you to have self-confidence.” Her inspiring parting
words for us were, “Believe in yourself, and go your own
way.”

What an amazing journey our great sempai has had
since graduating from KU in 2005!

stories to share. As we think about our own futures, it's
nice to think about how the lives and careers of our
sempai have unfolded.

Mr. Hiroshi Massaki graduated from Kochi
University’s Dept. of International Studies in
2006 and is now working as a journalist at Ryukyu-
Shimpo in Okinawa. I interviewed him by email and he
gladly told me about his interesting experiences as a
university student, and about his career journey after
graduating university.

Mr. Massaki mentioned that when he left his home-
town of Tokushima and started living by himself in
Kochi, he felt his lifestyle was totally free and relaxing.
He belonged to Prof. Kazuyuki Iwasa’s seminar which
focused on International Relations and Asian
Economics. From time to time, he would also join
another department’s seminar majoring politics. It was
an opportunity for him to discuss issues with students
from other seminars. “A lot of
reading was required, and I had
never read so many books before
entering university,” he said.

He was quite an active and

diligent student. Mr. Massaki
joined several activities outside
the university such as a study
tour program in Canada for a
month when he was a 1st year
student, and he also spent two
months in New Zealand when
he was 2nd year. He experienced
how western culture and lifestyle
was different from Japan. Also,
he learned a lot about post-
WWII Japan from the western
perspective. It was new to him to
learn about Japan from the
outside of the country.

During spring vacation of
his 3rd year, he joined the
International Youth Exchange
Organization’s program, ‘Ship

gradually became more interested in Korea. Therefore,
when she was in her fourth year, she went to Korea as
an exchange student. Although she had studied Chinese,
but she didn’'t know
much about the
Korean language
before her study
abroad. So she began
studying beginner
level Korean in
earnest. With its
similar grammar to
Japanese, it wasn't so
difficult. Ms. Ouchi
studied very hard
and had a wonderful
experience in Korea.

After returning
to Japan, she went
on to graduate
school at KU, and
continued to study Korean grammar along with
Japanese teaching methodology. Upon graduation in
2013, she became a Japanese language teacher at a uni-
versity in Korea. There, she faced some problems
regarding cultural differences such the food, work style,
driving, and communication. In spite of some similari-
ties, the countries are actually very different. Still, she
worked hard and taught there for four years.

When she was in Korea, she met her future
husband. They got married in Korea and returned to
Japan last year. Ms. Ouchi recently started teaching
classes at Kochi University, and she has also taught
Korean language classes at Koshin Culture School. She
is also working at Meitoku Gijuku High School as a
Japanese language teacher. There are about 200-300
international students there and she is teaching begin-
ner-level Japanese language classes. She continues to
work hard here in Kochi, teaching both the Japanese

for World Youth Leaders (SWY). The program aims to
develop participants’ ability to deal with different cul-
tures and to develop communication skills. Another aim
is to improve leadership and management skills through
discussion and cultural exchange with people from
various backgrounds. Although this program sounds
very interesting for me, for Mr. Massaki it was quite dis-
appointing. “I expected that it would be a program
where youths from different countries, including Japan,
could discuss matters such as poverty. But it wasn't like
that. We took a luxury liner ride and had a gorgeous
buftet every day. And what is more, the expenses were
paid from public money. It was more a party than a dis-
cussion,” he said. I was surprised by his direct criticism
of the program but found myself satisfied to hear his
honest and forthcoming
comments.

When he was a 4th year
student, he went to Thailand as
an exchange student and studied
at Khon Kaen University. I asked
him why he chose to go to
Thailand. Generally, many stu-
dents prefer to go to English-
speaking countries rather than
Asian countries. He answered,
“Simply because it sounded fun.”
Then he continued, “I had
learned a lot about the western
culture’s point of view. As my
takeaway from that experience, I
thought that I should have to
learn more about the Asian cul-
ture’s perspective. That was why
I chose Thailand which has an
exchange agreement with KU.”

At Khon Kaen University,
Mr. Massaki was assigned to the
Dept. of Social Development in

By Momoko Date !

and Korean language, and often thinks that she would
like to teach Japanese and Korean in foreign countries if
the opportunity arises.

Through teaching Japanese and Korean, Ms. Ouchi
has had both good and bad experiences, and all of these
experiences combined have helped her to keep her
motivation and enthusiasm to continue studying and
teaching. “The most important thing about teaching
language is to enjoy yourself. If you can’t enjoy yourself,
neither can the students,” she said.

Her main difficulties in teaching are that she some-
times still cannot communicate fully and say exactly
what she wants to say. Therefore, of course, sometimes
she makes mistakes because teaching is a job reliant on
communication. On the other hand, that she can see
students working hard to improve their language abili-
ties brings her great joy. That is the most fascinating
point about being Japanese language teacher.

For the many students in our Course who dream of
a career in Japanese language teaching, her advice to
students is that you don’t have to be perfect from the
beginning. If you continue to teach Japanese, your
teaching skills will improve over time. Even now she is
not satisfied with her teaching skills, so she is always
trying to enhance them more. She will continue to teach
Japanese and Korean, and in doing so, give her students
plenty of satisfaction and pleasure.

'Thank you, Ouchi-sensei, for your story and for your
enthusiasm!

Hiroshi Massaki: Journalist (Class of 2006)

their Faculty of Humanities. He mainly studied the
development of rural areas. “The classes were held in
Thai, and I couldn’t understand most of it but my Thai
friends helped me. When I asked him about his Thai
experience, Mr. Massaki described what he learned
there. “It’s hard to express, but no matter where we come
from, I found that we are all the same human beings
who have a sense to be kind to each other.

Mr. Massaki went on to an interesting career after
graduating from KU. I asked him why he wanted to
become a journalist and his response was impressive:
“There are several jobs in society, and each job has its
own importance. I thought that a journalist can learn
things while earning money, but also be able to make a
significant contribution to society in an immediate way.”

Mr. Massaki got his first job at Kochi Shimbun in
April 2008. He worked there devotedly for more than
nine years, and last year he transferred to Ryukyu-
Shimpo. He said that the culture and environment of
each company is totally different. There is only one
newspaper company in Kochi. On the other hand, in
Okinawa, there are two and they are competing
intensely. This means plenty of work is needed. Especially,
there are many incidents and accidents which are related
to the U.S military base. “Tension is there all the time.
But, wherever I'm assigned, my job as a journalist is the
same,” he said.

My interview with Mr. Massaki indicated that, for
him, one of the attractive parts of being a journalist is
the connection to people. “I have met a lot of people
through this job, many of whom I wouldn’t have been
able to meet without doing this job. And I still have
connections with them even though we are not working
together anymore. Those relationships are precious and
makes my life fulfilled,” he shared.

Each person has their own vocation that suits them
best, and it seems that Mr. Massaki certainly has his.
Through his passion as a journalist, we can find inspira-
tion from him as we seek our own best vocations.



