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Report on 2018/19 Guided International Field Study Programs:

Language Education in Context (Australia)
FEEtEAREE (BE7RAESEE D

Indigenous Culture in Context (Australia)
ERsAE5EE  (EYVASEE 1)

- Darren Lingley

International Studies Course

Introduction: Global Mobility Exchange Program

Two guided international field study courses, ‘Language Education in Context (Australia)’ and
‘Indigenous Culture in Context (Australia)’, were opened during the 2018/19 academic year. The courses
were convened and supported through the ‘Global Mobility Exchange Program’, a project aiming
to develop a reciprocal research and educational exchange network between Kochi University and
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) University in Melbourne, Australia. The project was
operationalized in the form of three teacher-guided, credit-bearing International Field Study/Education
Practicum courses which examined ‘Education and Culture in Context’ in the target country. Partnering
with staff at the cooperating university, project members from each school guided their students on
short-term field study and pre-service teaching courses, with academic and ground support from the host
institution. The project facilitates the international education priorities for both universities by serving
the needs of KU and RMIT students through content-specific outbound student mobility programs in
global contexts.

Nurturing a spirit of ‘global mobility’ in education, the project places focus on the ecological validity
of training undergraduate students in the value of practical but informed research projects. Through the
project, students from both schools develop critical global perspectives through experiential study while
based in international contexts and working closely with mentor teachers based in the host country. Such
international field work courses afford students with opportunities to examine education and cultural
issues in international contexts, gain intercultural insights, develop language skills, do pre-service
teaching practice, and build basic research and data collection skills. With Kochi University support, the
project objectives were fulfilled for the cooperating university when RMIT University opened a one-
week international teaching practicum course in Kochi in February 2019 in which two RMIT students
visited primary schools and senior high schools in Kochi City for class observations and English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) teaching practice. This collaborative education network emphasizes specific
course content related to students’ areas of specialization, and prioritizes the praxis between research
and education over basic foreign language study. While students from each context were expected to

use and develop language skills while in the target international context, the priority for the project is
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focused on creating opportunities for highly motivated undergraduate students to prepare and carry out
field study abroad in a specific subject area. Global learning experiences help to develop student research
and practice-teaching competencies, promote the concept of international ‘mobility’ and awareness,
enhance learning outside common classroom environments, and develop intercultural communication
skills through specialized meaning-focused interaction. For the two Kochi University field study courses
conducted in Australia, it was expected that students have a demonstrated command of communicative
English ability; in other words, to be proficient enough to carry out content-specific field study in an

English-speaking country.

International Field Study Courses: Selection Process, Preparation, and Evaluation

An important outcome of the ‘Global Mobility Exchange Program’ included an expanded selection of
opportunities for KU students to pursue unique, high-level international course study. Convening guided
international fieldwork opportunities for KU students, especially for our International Studies Course
students, prepares them for a deeper understanding of educational and cultural issues in global contexts
through authentic experiential learning. Participating students can learn experientially about context-
specific language education and cultural issues in other parts of the world and, where relevant, draw on
their findings to consider whether applications can be made to their own context. With the key concepts
of ‘experiential study’, global experiences’ and ‘research/education praxis’ as the foundational principles
of the project, the two Kochi University international guided field study courses were coordinated
through the Study Abroad Committee of the International Studies Course in the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, and KU staff members involved in the ‘Global Mobility Exchange Program’ (Darren
Lingley and Sean Burgoine), along with key support from Dr. Naomi Wilks-Smith, our project member
from the School of Education at RMIT University specializing in second language education, and other
RMIT staff members, most notably Associate Lecturer, Aleryk Fricker, who proudly identifies as a Dja
Dja Wurrung man and leads the RMIT Indigenous Studies Unit.

The courses involved intensive two-week field study including courses at RMIT University, resource
center and archival research, interviews, and classroom observations at cooperating primary and middle
schools in the greater Melbourne area in early March, 2019. These two pilot courses mark the first time
that our international guided field study courses were convened, and they mirror nicely with the domestic
guided field study project which was convened this year in the Chugei area of Kochi (see pp. 45-77 in
this volume). The two international field work courses were announced in October 2018 and targeted
students with interest in conducting guided field study about a selected language education or Indigenous
culture theme in an international context. Students who wished to register for this course were asked
to submit a detailed research proposal in English to the Study Abroad Committee in late November
2018. Submitting a proposal involved a demonstrated understanding about the intended research
topic, a detailed research plan including ideas for data collection, and a statement about the expected
outcomes from the field study — all drafted in consultation with the Seminar instructor. Based on the

strength and relevance of their proposals, four students were selected to visit Melbourne, Australia from
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March 1 — 16, 2019 to do field study on a selected theme. Two students were selected for the Language
Education in Context course based on their interest in Japanese as a Foreign Language (JFL) education
and Bilingualism in Australian schools, and two were selected for the Indigenous Culture in Context
based on their interest in indigenous educational issues and preservation of Aboriginal languages. The
Language Education in Context course was guided by Sean Burgoine, and the Indigenous Culture in
Context course was guided by Darren Lingley.

Study abroad and international learning experiences are an important feature of the International
Studies Course. These include short-term study tours of up to 1-4 weeks in duration focused on practical
language study or culture-themed study tours, and International Field Research course options which
require students to work independently of the instructor. The guided international investigations for
field study and data collection, the study abroad category for the two courses outlined in this report, are
closely supervised by a faculty member who accompanies students in their field work. These courses,
including domestic field investigations in Japan such as the local research project about the Chugei
area of eastern Kochi in which students learn interviewing skills as part of an oral history project, are
designed to give students an opportunity to work closely with a professor to specifically explore a
research topic of local or international interest. Experiential study is appealing for students, allowing
them to learn about and experience culture, education, and language firsthand, operationalize learned
academic material, and bridge theory and practice.

The specific research aims of the two international guided field study courses were to help students
learn about basic interviewing and observation skills, both which had to be accomplished in the
students’ foreign language - English. Prior to departure, the four students prepared by reading practical
introductions to these qualitative data collection methods and planning their interviews and observations
based on established guidelines1. In addition, they were also required to do preparatory reading in their
respective areas of focus. The two ‘Language Education/Indigenous Culture in Context’ guided field
study courses for this project were undertaken in conjunction with (and accompanied by) a supervising
teacher, for the student to gather data or do field work in Australia. The host project collaborator ensures
supplemental course work, content-related expertise, access to local professional networks (eg., schools,
informants, resource centers), and ‘hands on’ field support to help successfully complete their field
study proposal. In order to develop ‘Best Practices’ for global mobility education programs, a combined
cumulative assessment rubric based on the initial student proposal, quality/impact of field work and
data collection, evaluative comments from cooperating RMIT researchers, and final course report was
developed to evaluate student work.

Convening this kind of global mobility project, based on creating a collaborative network of support
and expertise between RMIT University and Kochi University, situates our International Studies Course

as a strong provider of international experiential education for students. The ‘Global Mobility Exchange

1 For students starting out with the qualitative approaches intended for this kind of field study, two chapters
from J. Heigham and R. Croker (Eds.) Qualitative Research in Applied Linguistics (2009, Palgrave Macmillan) were

selected: Interviews by Keith Richards and ‘Observations’ by Neil Cowie.
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Program’, and the three related field study courses that have emerged from the project thus far, represents
something more in-depth and content-specific than standard study tours and study abroad programs
focused on language education. Convening highly-focused course opportunities for students of our
respective schools promotes a critical and methodical approach to education in a global world, and helps
to develop international insights about ‘education in context’ for both our outbound KU students and our
inbound RMIT counterparts. Such global mobility field study courses foster the research/practice nexus

(practical but informed by research) of language, culture and intercultural contact at home and abroad.

TESOL/English as an Additional Language (EAL): Field Observations

Our field study began by joining Naomi Wilks-Smith’s TESOL Methods course for prospective primary
school teachers in the RMIT School of Education. While none of our Kochi University students were
specifically focused on EAL for their field study, participating in this course provided a valuable
foundation about the language and cultural issues that are common in contemporary Australian schools,
and it provided an excellent entry point for our field study, not only for the two students doing the
Language Education in Context course, but also for the two Indigenous Culture in Context students, both
of whom are training to be English teachers in Japan. The TESOL Methods course runs once a week
for six weeks, but it is taught during the entire day. Three-hour morning lectures are followed by school
placements for EAL teacher training at local schools like Rosanna Primary School where there are large
immigrant student populations in need of English-language EAL support. The teacher trainers serve as
‘EAL Buddies’ and provide in-class and after-school language tutoring for immigrant students in need
of language support. Rosanna Primary school has a large number of students with different language
backgrounds including Persian, Somali, Oromo, Mandarin, Cantonese, Tamil, Vietnamese, and Arabic.
Almost 30% of all students in Victorian schools come from language backgrounds other than English
(LBOTE). These students come from a range of backgrounds, language abilities, past language learning
experience, and general schooling history. These include being born in Australia but brought up with a
language other than English, being born overseas — with or without peer equivalent schooling in their
first language — and new arrivals to Australia, and refugees who may have had schooling, interrupted
schooling or no formal schooling at all, and possible issues associated with trauma.

Our KU group was lucky to join the EAL Buddy placements at Rosanna Primary School and
work closely with RMIT students. The primary school kindly permitted KU students to do in-depth
observations of RMIT student-teachers working with students, and they also participated in the de-
briefing sessions afterward. KU students observed how RMIT EAL Buddies modelled culturally
appropriate behaviours, showed awareness of issues in the student’s country of origin, built confidence
and trust through their English language support activities, and allowed for students to celebrate what
they knew both in English and in their first language. We learned about the need to validate the LI and
mother language culture in such contexts. For example, if students come from a culture where writing is
from right to left, that should be acknowledged and celebrated. In this process, translanguaging, which

showcases the many things students know in their own language through focusing on communication
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rather than language, is also important. In short, we learned that we can’t make judgements about
literacy skills based on the English that students produce in their school work. Part of the task of the
EAL Buddy is to identify language gaps and inform classroom teachers who may not be able to notice
what support is required in their everyday teaching, and/or work with students on a specific skill that
the classroom teacher has identified as in need of extra work. This idea was also valuable to the KU
students doing the Indigenous Culture in Context in light of the traditional deficit positioning associated
with the use of Aboriginal English, as opposed to Standard Australian English (SAE). Being a teacher
in the contemporary Australian context, whether it is a language teacher or teachers working with
indigenous people, means celebrating and encouraging students to express themselves in ways that may
not fit traditional concepts of correctness. This report emphasizes the TESOL Methods EAL observation
experience because future field study courses on this global mobility project will focus primarily on this

aspect of language education in context.

Language Education in Context (Australia)

Translanguaging. Literacy. Growth mindset. EAL buddies. Social fluency versus language fluency.
Teacher mentoring. L1 validation. Flexible curriculum. Accommodation of individual needs.

Balanced approach. Bilingual immersion.

These were some of the contextual language education concepts our students encountered through their
field study in Melbourne, Australia. The Language Education in Context field study course drew on
connections and expertise provided by Dr. Naomi Wilks-Smith who, prior to her research post at RMIT,
worked as a second language teacher and conducted research projects at the primary and middle schools
that hosted our KU students. The JFL community is tightly knit, and as a former JFL teacher she was
able to place our students with experienced and dynamic JFL teachers at some of the best JFL schools
in Melbourne. This was much-valued support due to the difficulty of procuring schools to cooperate
with our field study. Especially, Methodist Ladies College Primary School and Huntingdale Primary
School receive a large number of such requests to visit and observe, and these requests cannot always be
accommodated. In addition, there are often fees charged by schools for visiting researchers and Naomi
was able to successfully request that the cooperating schools waive these fees for our team. Naomi also
negotiated all of the documentation required for visiting schools and facilitated our schools visits at
every step.

The themes selected by participating students, JFL and Bilingual Education, were sufficiently
similar that they were able to visit the same schools and work together as a team in fulfillment of their
objectives. The two students conducted observations, interviewed teachers, and did teaching practice
as classroom assistants — all of which were valuable experiences. The two guiding teachers were
extremely impressed by the enthusiasm with which the students approached the challenge of visiting
different classes, working with so many different teachers, and adapting ‘on the fly’ to a foreign school

culture and what was expected of them in the classrooms they visited. The students doing the Language
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Education in Context field study course, Shiho Katayama and Carla Tayabas, had to deal with a packed
schedule of school visits that left them exhausted in the evenings. Early start times for schools in the
outer Melbourne suburbs meant very early departure times from central Melbourne to negotiate the
city transit system. The two student reports in this volume highlight the powerful learning experiences
gained from their field study along with the real challenges faced with respect to doing field study in an
unfamiliar culture/context. Feedback from the cooperating JFL classroom teachers was filled with praise
and appreciation for the effort and preparation that they put in while visiting Melbourne schools. Both
students took on very active ‘participant-observer’ roles, with emphasis on the participant element. They
effectively contributed to the local teaching context by acting as assistant Japanese native-speaker model
teachers, adding a rich human resource element to every class they visited. One of the students, Shiho
Katayama, is doing the Japanese language teaching certification in our International Studies Course
and, for her, the practical teacher training and experience of teaching and learning in a real JFL teaching
context was invaluable for her future plans to teach the language, whether at home or abroad. For Carla
Tayabas, who was raised bilingually in Japan, looking at how bilingualism is encouraged and nurtured in

formal education settings in a different context was invaluable in framing her own experience.

*See Appendix 2 for the Language Education in Context itinerary/schedule

Indigenous Culture in Context (Australia)

Deficit positioning. Browning the Classroom. Built Environments. White spaces. Decolonizing
methodologies. ‘Just one drop’. Black fella time. Terra-ist. Invisible-ized. Great Australian Silence.

Aboriginal English vs. Standard Australian English

The timing of a field study course in Australia focusing on Aboriginal culture was fortunate - 2019 was
designated as the International Year of Indigenous Languages and our arrival in Melbourne in March
2019 coincided with considerable public discourse about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages
and culture. However, the Indigenous Culture in Context team also faced challenges during their field
study. There was initial surprise among people we met because, based on our description of our field
study project, some thought that the two participating students were graduate students conducting
formal academic research. After one interview, the two KU students were even asked, “Are you Masters
or Doctoral students?” Our field study was atypical and perhaps beyond the level of undergraduate
study. Unfortunately, the words ‘research’ and ‘data collection’ have become loaded terms in Australian
education in general, but especially with respect to indigenous people. We had to use great care not to
use the word ‘research’ in arranging school visits because indigenous research in schools requires a strict
and detailed ethics approval process - first with the Department of Education, then with the individual
school, then with the teachers, and finally with students involved and their parents. Any research
involving Indigenous education, and especially Indigenous children, is flagged as “high risk” research

and rarely approved.
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There is good reason for this. Among the most researched groups in human history, Australian
Aboriginal people are now working to establish new guidelines about how their culture(s) should be
researched. As we learned through our primary informant, Al Fryker, it is essential that research should
be done with them rather than about them, that first a human relationship must be established prior to
the research; that is, relationships first, research second, and that it is the Aboriginal people themselves
who should inform us about what research should be conducted. And finally, they rightly want to know
how the research benefits them. From the contemporary Indigenous Australian perspective, it is now not
enough to know about them, indigenous peoples also want the researchers to feel about them too — their
pain, their injustice, their discrimination, and how their communities are affected by the concept of ‘deficit
positioning’ that shows, for example, that they are “‘underperforming’ on standardized English literacy
tests administered by the Australian government, when in fact many indigenous peoples can actually
speak up to five or six languages, with English being only one of them. As our team prepared for their
field study, these issues were unknown to us, and our focus was on what we could learn about them;
that is, how will doing this field study benefit us and our project aims. We were not prepared for these
sensitivities, but we learned to a considerable degree why the research agenda needs to change from the
dominant cultural viewpoint paradigm of White Australia to one that tells the Aboriginal stories as they
want them to be told. To turn the situation around, there is a strong push to re-focus the research on the
successes of indigenous Australians rather than their failures and, more radically, to think instead about
how Aboriginal culture can ‘fix whiteness’ rather than the other way around.

We learned these research lessons on many levels, including school visits to Thornbury Primary
School where we interviewed school principal, Mr. Leon Bell. Thornbury is a model school which
celebrates indigenous culture on many levels. With its acclaimed Aboriginal Language LOTE Program,
which is taught across all school grades, and a curriculum based on indigenous inclusiveness, Thormbury
has developed a reputation as a ‘safe space’ for Aboriginal people who sometimes move to the area
from far away so that their kids can specifically attend this school. Thornbury accomplishes this by
consulting with elders in the local Wurundjeri council, traditional custodians of the land on which the
school stands, and by inviting Koorie educators to help build programs that fully respect local traditions.
We also observed languages classes taught by Aunty Terri Lee-Fitzpatrick, who teaches the Woiwurrung
language, an Indigenous language of the Kulin Nation people who originally inhabited the Yarra River
area. Aunty Terri gave only a brief interview after a morning of tiring classroom teaching but kindly
agreed to have us email her with any further questions about our research. Unfortunately, it is about
the only school in the greater Melbourne area that has a demonstrated record of so actively integrating
indigenous culture, and it was difficult for our RMIT counterparts to recommend another school like
Thornbury.

We also learned these research lessons through our visits to the Bunjilaka Museum and through the
art collection at the Koorie Heritage Trust where the Indigenous experience has been curated in such
a way to educate and celebrate Aboriginal culture and its contribution in prominent public space, and

which effectively serves a societal role to re-calibrate the dominant white paradigm that has essentially
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written out the minority Aboriginal experience. The arts provide a strong platform for addressing deficit
narratives.

We learned about such research sensitivities at the Melbourne Indigenous Transition School, where
the staff works hard to protect the privacy of its students and actively guards against outsider researchers,
like us, who want to observe, learn about, and study (too often for their own benefit) the experience of
the students who come from remote Australian communities to board at MITS for a year in the hopes
of successfully transitioning into Melbourne high schools. At MITS, we were given a tour of the school
and an extended interview with Mr. Paul Barcham, the MITS Development Manager, and we briefly
met the teachers and students, although we were not permitted to interact with them. This speaks to the
protective environment MITS has established in support of its students. When asked about the possibility
of conducting future research at MITS, the staff gently replied that any research proposal should be
framed in such a way that forefronts how the research will benefit the children in meaningful, concrete
ways.

But we learned, most powerfully, about these research lessons from the expertise and passion of
RMIT Lecturer Aleryk Fricker, who did not filter his language or content for the students; that is, he
gave them what they needed to hear just as if he was speaking to an Australian student in his classes
or in his community. He explained what was required to bring Indigenous stories and perspectives
into classrooms, and more importantly, contemporary Australian society. What he shared with the KU
students about ‘built environments’ in education was based on his experience of working with and
researching with indigenous communities in the remotest parts of Australia. This includes bringing
nature and indigenous learning styles into (and out of) classrooms, and the need for man-made influences
on classrooms (proud displays of Aboriginal art, cultural artifacts like the didgeridoo, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander flags, etc.). His argument is that schools as physical spaces in some communities
can feel restrictive and confining for Aboriginal people and this has contributed to what is sadly referred
to a ‘school to prison pipeline’. Telling us that standard schools are ‘white spaces’ was shocking but
informative to our students. We learned about the need to center indigenous thinking through content,
use of physical space, pedagogy, and community engagement. Al’s work in support of ‘browning’ the
history classroom, by noting how teachers can promote and celebrate Indigenous culture instead of
relegating it to minority culture status and prioritizing the white nation-building experience, is part of a
growing societal challenge to the ‘Great Australian Silence’ about indigenous culture. As an example, it
is a controversial perspective that views Australia Day as ‘Invasion Day’ - a day of mourning and trauma
rather than as a day of nation-building celebration.

All of these lessons, at once, served to limit and inform our field study in ways that we are still
coming to terms with. We learned these important concepts through the field study but, through this
process, our own selfish research interests and questions were made virtually redundant. Or, we might
more accurately say, the experience caused us to re-frame these research limitations in a more positive
way. The field study experience in Melbourne forced me and the two participating students to re-focus

our thinking about researching indigenous cultures in Australia. In spite of the challenges we faced,
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the student reports by Hiromi Nariya and Momoko Date reflect a deep cultural learning experience that
cannot be accurately measured by the limitations of the field study. As students doing teacher licensing
at KU, this field study was of great benefit to them in thinking about pressing educational issues contexts

outside of Japan.

*See Appendix 3 for the Indigenous Culture in Context Schedule/Itinerary

Summary Comments and Challenges

Throughout the two weeks of field study, we faced many unexpected challenges. Among the biggest, for
both courses, was the need to re-adjust our research aims and let what we were seeing and hearing guide
our study instead of pressing on with our original research aims. With the Indigenous Culture team, we
faced many restrictions related to privacy, and we were not expecting the degree of sensitivity there is
with respect to access to collecting data from Aboriginal people, nor the degree to which messages were
controlled at the schools we visited. The interview process was too often sidetracked by stakeholders
giving extended answers that stayed safely ‘on message’ and this led to some frustration, certainly on my
part. While the two Indigenous Culture students may have thought the interview process was challenging
due to their limited English skills, this was not always the case. When an interviewee is expressly careful
and takes charge by giving longer answers that serve a managed narrative, students working in their
second language might tend to blame themselves for perceived shortcomings in what they are able to
extract from the interview. This is in no way a criticism of those who took time to speak with us as they
have responsibilities to their schools and communities too. Admittedly, it was also hard for the student-
interviewers to respond with follow-up questions in their second language, and to rapidly digest all of
the cultural references that came up in the interviewee responses. De-briefing sessions were required
after each interview session. I took part in most interviews with students and although I tried to facilitate
at times, I also forced myself to step back and let the students find out what they could by themselves.
Finally, we were unprepared for the trend against Aboriginal people being researched at all now in
contemporary Australia, and we were ignorant of the recent trends and protocols involving research and
data collection on Australian indigenous peoples.

As for the Language Education team, they faced different kinds of hurdles. The students found it
difficult to make general inferences about what they observed because, unlike with the centralized
language education curriculum in Japan, many different foreign languages are taught at different schools,
and individual language teachers of a particular foreign language like Japanese, have full control to
decide how and what to teach. This leads to wide variation in teaching styles, materials, teacher beliefs,
and what students learn. Schools, including public schools, also have great freedom to offer special
curriculums and there is so much diversity that researching foreign languages in general, or a particular
case like Japanese as a Foreign Language (JFL) can be difficult. Huntingdale Primary, for example,
uniquely offers a bilingual immersion curriculum where no other public or private school in Melbourne

does, and the student body is so dizzyingly diverse (two Japanese parents, mixed Japanese-Australian
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parents, and students with no Japanese parents, non-Australian parents) that it becomes difficult to
effectively research something because there is a stunning variation in student language ability as a base
point. There are no clear answers because it is so hard to design clear research questions about language
teaching and bilingualism in such a dynamic, varied context which is constantly in flux. Also, despite
the immense generosity on the part of the staff and teachers at the schools visited, due to limited time
and scheduling constraints, it was sometimes not possible to see the full broad range of JFL classes. The
result of this was that at times, due to an unavailability of JFL classes to observe, some observations
were done in classes that were conducted in other foreign languages. These were of benefit in getting a
fuller picture of foreign language education, but it did mark a digression from the specific aims of the
field study. With regards to the study of bilingualism, one of the greatest limitations was in accessing
community groups in which bilingualism was a prominent feature. Although contact with teachers where
the students observed classes provided a source of data that was unexpected, despite concerted efforts by
RMIT staff, a lack of community contacts in Melbourne detracted from the quality and depth of the field
study.

Expressions of gratitude
We are extremely grateful to Dr. Naomi Wilks-Smith - for everything she did to prepare for our field
study visit. All ground work (scheduling, school visits, documentation) was arranged by her and it is not
possible to describe in this report what she did to prepare us for our field study. But beyond that, Naomi
welcomed us into her family events, organized memorable social programs for us, and took care of us in
a way that is far beyond what can normally be expected. Naomi’s energy and passion for teaching and
research is inspiring, and she was the main mentor for our KU group, especially the language education
team. For me, opening her TESOL EAL Methods course to our group was an invaluable education
experience. I include her reflections about our field study visit to Melbourne:
“It was a pleasure to welcome the students and staff from Kochi University to RMIT University and
Melbourne. The four students, Shiho, Carla, Hiromi and Momoko, were outstanding ambassadors
of Kochi University and Japan. They fully embraced the program in Melbourne, participated in
a wide range of education programs, and demonstrated professionalism and enthusiasm. I was
particularly impressed with the level of preparation they undertook each day ready to carry out
school observations and conduct interviews the following day. More broadly too, they immersed
themselves in Melbourne culture, using their excellent English language skills, tried lots of new
food and even navigated themselves around the public transport system very well. The students
were exceptionally well prepared for the Australian experience by their lecturers, Darren and Sean.
Their pre-experience research was of a very high standard and set them up well for their in-context
research. The depth of collaborative discussions and support that the lecturers provided throughout
the experience was equally impressive. It was my pleasure to be part of their experience in

Melbourne.”
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RMIT Lecturer Aleryk Fricker provided us with multiple interviews, and also gave us a valuable ‘On
Country’ guided Scar Tree walk around the RMIT Bundoora campus during our visit. It was he who was
our primary informant and framed our entire field study through his knowledge, as an Indigenous person,
as a leading educator and researcher on the Aboriginal experience, and as a model agent of change in
contemporary Australia. Al strongly believes that engaging critically with indigenous issues makes
for a better society for all people, regardless of background. He gave generously of his time and was
moved that two undergraduate students from Japan had such a high-level interest in indigenous issues
in Australia. I include his comment to me about his experience of being interviewed by the Indigenous
Culture team:

“It was lovely having an opportunity to yarn with Hiromi and Momoko. I thought the discussion went

really well and they asked incredibly insightful questions. They are both truly a credit to yourself and

your institution.”

For supporting our field study, we are grateful to the entire outstanding staff members of the following
schools and institutions: Rosanna Primary School, Thornbury Primary School, Melbourne Indigenous
Transition School, Methodist Ladies College Primary School, Huntingdale Primary School, Sienna
College Secondary School, Languages and Multicultural Education Resource, Victorian Aboriginal
Education Association, Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for Languages. But most especially we would
like to thank Mr. Leon Bell, Aunty Terri Lee-Fitzpatrick, Ms. Jane Liauw, Mr. Dean Fleischer, and Mr.
Paul Barcham for sharing significant time with our students. We cannot say enough to express how much
we appreciated the time and enthusiasm of Ms. Jennie Peck, the tireless and expert archivist at LMERC.
Jennie printed materials for us, spent time guiding us to pertinent LMERC resources, and followed up by
sending further links and contacts to both teams of students. We are grateful as well to Naomi’s husband,
Cameron Smith, for his support, and to Sean Burgoine’s Melbourne family, parents and siblings both, for
opening their homes to our group and demonstrating Australian hospitality at its finest. Finally, all four
students are especially grateful to Dean Kayo Nakagawa for her support on so many levels. Without her
creativity, it would not have been possible for the students to have had the experience that they did.

The students undertook this field study with enthusiasm and with a critical, questioning mindset.
There were many late nights consolidating field notes, preparing for classes and interviews, and reading
resources materials provided by LMERC and the VEAAI The student-observers were able to directly
and experientially see what is happening in the foreign context with respect to both language education
and indigenous culture. Of course, two short weeks of observing classes and interviewing stakeholders
is not nearly enough to make informed inferences about foreign language education and indigenous
culture as a whole, but it is wonderful start. I do hope that the experience of observing classes, talking
to teachers, and interviewing people has taught the participating students much about the pressing issues
that Australia and other western countries face as a result of increasing linguistic and cultural diversity.
Like any limited-duration field study endeavour, if this project was successful, it will have raised more

questions than it answered — and we think it has.
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Coordinating the field study for our four participating students, Ms. Shiho Katayama, Ms. Carla
Tayabas, Ms. Hiromi Nariya, and Ms. Momoko Date was a rewarding experience for me and my
colleague, Sean Burgoine. Accompanying students with a specific research aim who were keenly
interested in exploring, experiencing, and understanding their target content is as stimulating as it gets
for a teacher. They were extremely busy during their two weeks in Melbourne, but Sean and I found
ourselves repeatedly impressed with how each student approached their field study tasks. We are
convinced that in spite of the relatively short time period of this field study, it was beneficial for them
in practical, educational, and research terms. The students showed a strong willingness to learn about
language education and indigenous culture, and to carry out to the best of their abilities a level of field
study that is not normally undertaken by most undergraduate students. As novice ‘teacher-researchers’,
they gained real insights about what it takes to do introductory research, and they learned a lot about the
real challenges of designing and carrying out a research plan, especially when we consider it was done in
their second language and in a foreign setting. As teachers, we were impressed, inspired, and rejuvenated

by their effort and enthusiasm. Thank you for that!
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Appendix 1: Field Study Brochure PDF (Indigenous Culture)

HMIIT A% (1) : 108168 (%) 12:15, Rm 310 ———
e = (2): 108198 (&) 12:15, Am 310 D 22

iR (2) : |
FHiEt=EE CBAFEEZE )

Indigenous Culture in Context (Australia)
HU;HM]T Glubal r'-.f‘lmhllm,r Exchange Project -

= March 1-18, 2018
« Melbourne, Australia
+ Indigenous Culture in Context
- Experiential'Guided fisld study
« Indigenous education/iransition
+ Aboriginal Reconciliation
+ Data collection
= BMIT Umiversity Lecturas
« Capacity: 1-2 students
» Exchange subsidy: ~50,000 yen

Instructor: Darren Lingley

Are you interested in investigating contemporary cultural issues in a foreign
country? Are you interested in the traditions, art, language, and educational
Iszues facing Abonginal paoples? Would you like 1o develop a daaper
understanding of indigenous culture in an international context (Australia)?

Application Pr r

Prepare a research proposal and submit it to the Study Abroad Committee
(International Studies Course). The proposal should include the following:

= Research background

(show that you have read about your area of research interest, especially
as it relates to Indigenous culture issues in Australia)

= Detailed research plan/design (in consullation with supervisor teacher)

« Data collection plans

= Expecied outcomes

(&g. undergraduate thesis data, how this research will benealit you,
report/presentation)

The successiul candidate(s) for this course:
= will have demonstrated communicative English ability
= will be a highly motivated, research-oriented student (prefarably 3rd year) with
strong interest in indigenous/Aboriginal culture
+ will further develop their research plan with a supervisor tPac.hF-r prior 1o
departure for Ausiraha to prepara for fiald study (S350

= will conduct guided field study in Australia with Prof. Lingley in March 2019 in
cooperation with the KL/RMIT Global Maobility Exchange Frojact

Application Deadline: November 27, 2018
*Successiul applicant(s) will be notified by early UEh:ZEr!‘I‘IDEI"
Submit to: Prol. Mitsuhiro lwasa, Study Abroad Commitiee (miwasa®@s kochi-u.ac.jp)

For more detailed information; Darren Lingley (lingley@kochi-u.ac.jp)
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Appendix 2: Field Study Brochure PDF (Language Education)
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Language Education in Context (Australia)
KUJHMIT Global Mabmty Exchange Project -

= March 1-16, 2019
« Malbouma, Ausiraka
« English as an Additional Language
+ Japanese as a Foreign Language
« Language/Pronunciation research
Experiential Guided fiedd study
RMIT University Lectures
School visits/obsarvations
Capacity: 1-2 studanis
Exchange subsidy: ~50,000 yen

Instructor: Sean Burgoine

Are you interested in doing guided field research about language education
in a non-Japanese context? Would you like to learn more about Japanese
as a Foreign Language (JFL) education in Australia? Or issues related o

English as an Additional Language (EAL) in an international context?

Application Pr [
Prepare a research proposal and submit it to the Study Abroad Committea
(International Studies Course). The proposal should include the following:
= Research background
(show that you have réad aboul your anea af resaarch mlarast, aspaecially
as it relates to the EALAFL language education in Australia)
= Detailed research plan/design (in consultation with seminar teacher)
= Data collection plans
= Expected outcomes
{eg. undergraduate thesis data, how this research will benefit you,
reportfpresantation)
The successiul candidatal{s) for this course:
= will have demonsiraled communicative English ability
= will be a highly motivated, research-oriented student (preferably 3rd year) with
strong intarest mn language educabon (eg. taking teacher icense courses)
= will further develop their research plan with a supervisor teacher prior 1o
departure for Australia to prepare for field study (WEFSEE &)

= will conduct guided field study in Melbourmea with Prof. Burgoine in March 2019
in cooperation with the KUWRMIT Global Mobility Exchange Project
Applir*ati-'w-u Deadline: November 27, 2018
zsiul applicant(s) will be notified by early December™
Submit to: Prof. Mitsuhirg lwasa, Study Abroad Commitiee (miwasatts kochi-u.ac.jp)

For more detailed information: Sean Burgoine (burgoine@kochi-u.ac.jp)
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Appendix 3: Language Education in Context Schedule/Itinerary

Week 1 Itinerary (March 4 — 8): International Guided Field Study (Language Education in Context:

Australia)
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Languages and
. RMIT
Multicultural ) Methodist ) )
RMIT . Methodist ) University
8:30 ) ) Education ) Ladies
University Ladies College JFL
Resource College )
TESOL/EAL (MLCO) Consultation
/ Center ) (MLC) i
Lecture Primary ) Dr. Naomi
) (LMERC) Middle ) )
Dr. Naomi o School Wilks-Smith
2:30 ) ) Archivist . School .
Wilks-Smith i JLT: Jane Liauw Bilingua
Jennie Peck i
Interviews
Field Study
RMIT
Class ) )
) ) . University
1:30 Rosanna Observation Methodist Methodist JEL
Primary School | Preparation for | Ladies College | Ladies College )
) Consultation
/ Observations MLC (MLC) (MLC) )
. ) Dr. Naomi
(EAL (Sean Primary School | Middle School i )
] ) ) Wilks-Smith
5:30 education) Burgoine) JLT: Jane Liauw N
) Bilingual
State Library i
) ) Interviews
Victoria
7:00
Kangaroo walk
/ Welcome KU Project BBQ Dinner
dinner Team Dinner Wilks-Smith
family
9:30

DOIBHIE  BIEH: R ICB i o




Week 2 Itinerary (March 11 — 15): International Guided Field Study (Language Education in

Context: Australia)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
) Sienna
Sienna
. ) College
Huntingdale Huntingdale College
. . Secondary
8:30 Bilingual Bilingual Secondary Sehool
) ) Primary School | Primary School School )
National holiday ] ] ) Foreign
/ Teaching Teaching Foreign Lansuases
12:30 practice & practice & Languages clagssei
Observations Observations classes
Dean
Fleischer
) ) Sienna College
Huntingdale Huntingdale
1:30 N N Secondary
Bilingual Bilingual
) ) School
. . Primary School | Primary School )
/ |National holiday ] ] Foreign Departure prep
Teaching Teaching
. . Languages
5:30 practice & practice & Classes
' Observations Observations
7:00 .
Huntingdale
BBQ Dinner Bilingual )
/ ) ) ) Farewell Dinner Departure
Burgoine family Primary School
Sports festival
9:30 (Sp )
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Appendix 4: Indigenous Culture in Context Schedule/Itinerary

Week 1 Itinerary (March 4 — 8): International Guided Field Study (Indigenous Culture in Context:

Australia)
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Languages and State Librar Thornbur RMIT University
8:30 |RMIT University| Multicultural ) ) Y . Y Ngarara Willim
) Victoria Primary School
TESOL/EAL Education ) i ) Centre
Victorian Interview )
/ Lecture Resource . o Indigenous
o Aboriginal Principal: Leon i i
Dr. Naomi Wilks-|Center (LMERC) ) Studies Unit
. - , Education Bell ‘ ,
12:30 Smith Archivist Jennie o On country
Association
Peck Scar Tree Walk
Thornbury
Primary ) )
1:30 . . RMIT University
Rosanna ) Bunjilaka Indigenous
) Field Study . Lecture and
Primary School ) Exhibition Language Class ]
/ ) Preparation ] Interview:
Observations ) Melbourne Observation
) (Darren Lingley) Prof. Aleryk
(EAL education) Museum and Teacher )
5:30 ] Fricker
Interview
Aunty Terri
7:00
Kangaroo walk
KU Project BBQ Dinner
/ |Welcome dinner ,J Free ] )
Team Dinner Wilks-Smith
famil
9:30 Y
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Week 2 Itinerary (March 11 — 15): International Guided Field Study (Indigenous Culture in

Context: Australia)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Languages and . .
) . Koorie Heritage
8:30 Multicultural Field Study
) . Trust Narana
Education Preparation: i i o
) ) } Birrarung Wilam Aboriginal
/ |National holiday Resource Interview o
) Aboriginal art | Cultural Center
Center (LMERC)| preparation . )
. ) . Koorie guided (Geelong)
12:30 Archivist Jennie|(Darren Lingley) walk
Peck
Melbourne
) ) ) . Indigenous
1:30 Victorian RMIT University .
o Transition
Aboriginal Second
) ) i ) School
/ |National holiday | Corporation for Interview . Departure prep
Observation/
Languages Prof. Aleryk .
. Interview
5:30 (VACL) Fricker
Manager: Paul
Barcham
7:00
BBQ Dinner )
/ ) ) Farewell Dinner Departure
Burgoine family
9:30

20184RFE  [EBSHE BT

19



20

Appendix 5: Melbourne field study costs

2018/19 International Guided Field Study Costs

Tour costs

$ AUD Japanese yen
Airfare ¥70,930
Accommodation ¥40,000
Mykie transit pass ¥10,000
Spending money ¥40,000

Travel insurance (Japan)

Australia visa

Total

¥12,000 (average)
¥1500

¥174,430
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Support for Cultural Diversity:
A Study of Indigenous Education and Transition in Australia

Momoko Date ({3 #kT)
N &R R EIR A S o — R 4 [\l4E

Introduction

This field research was the first time for me to visit Australia. I spent valuable and meaningful time for
my research in Melbourne from March 2nd to 15th. My research interest was mainly about how non-
indigenous people are supporting indigenous people to transition into the white society. In Australia,
many non-indigenous people are trying to respect and show a greater understanding about how to work
in partnership with Aboriginal people, and they are also supporting indigenous people to transition
into white communities. This is a good example of working to accept the diversity, and how to provide
support for Aboriginal people. This is quite an interesting topic for me, therefore I wanted to focus on
indigenous education in Australia.

To investigate the support for indigenous people, I visited Language and Multicultural Education
Resource Center (LMERC) and Bunjilaka Melbourne Museum to get basic information about indigenous
culture. Also, I participated in Aboriginal Walking Tours held by Koorie Heritage Trust to discover the
ancient Aboriginal culture of Melbourne. I could understand what is important for aboriginal people, and
how they respect the nature and something that is unable to be seen. In addition, we had an opportunity
to visit Thornbury Primary School which is supporting aboriginal students and non-aboriginal students
to accept cultural diversity. Also, I visited Melbourne Indigenous Transition school (MITS) which is
helping indigenous students to transition into white communities. Furthermore, I interviewed Prof.
Aleryk Fricker from RMIT University about Indigenous education issues and culture. It was the most
incentive time for me. Before the interview, I just wanted to focus on supporting, but I realized that it
was a huge topic, much bigger and more complex than I expected, and I needed to see things from a
different perspective. Fortunately, I had a chance to interview him again. In this report, I will describe

about the detail of the interview, and the other advanced indigenous education and transition.

Interview with Aleryk Fricker

On March 8th, I had an opportunity to interview Aleryk Fricker at RMIT University. Before the
interview, we walked around the University, and found indigenous arts, totems, and something important
in nature. It is called an ‘On country’ walk and talk. Within Australia, there are more than 500 Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander nations. Each nation or language group has its own laws, language, and
culture. Nations can be grouped into larger regions that share elements of culture. In this research,
we learned about the features of the Kulin nation, which is the group of the five Victorian aboriginal
languages. Through the ‘on country’ walk, we learned about symbols and the creator of the Kulin nation.

Each nation has its own culture, so I realized that we can’t talk about all of them as indigenous people.
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In Melbourne, the museums and schools which we visited, mainly focus on Kulin nation. Through the
‘on country’ walk, I could feel the wealthy nature such as the wind, songs of birds, and the babbling of
a brook. Prof. Aleryk Fricker said, “People can feel everything when they walk in Melbourne. We could
understand what Aboriginal people respect through an ‘on country’ walk.

Originally, Indigenous Australians are the first nation inhabitants of the Australian continent and
nearby islands, but in the 1700s, England started colonization in Australia, and a substantial number
of indigenous people were killed by them and their way of life was affected forever. Most indigenous
people feel that “this is our land”. Because of this thought, many Indigenous people do not want to
be forced to transition into white society. Prof. Fricker is one of the people who mentioned about this
problem. Nowadays, most things are decided and measured by the white people’s rule. For example,
many Aboriginal people can speak four or five languages. White people can speak mainly only English.
In this case, “Which is successful?” People are standing by the white people’s view, and people don’t
praise the language ability of aboriginal people and focus on the fact they can’t speak English in the
same way that white people do. In other words, white people are basically controlling Aboriginal
people by their rules. This is the problem of ‘deficit positioning’. However, English is still the bench
mark in the modern world. How can we shift that? How can we deal with this? Aboriginal people who
live in big cities can speak English, but in the aboriginal community, language problems are stronger
and bench marks are a big problem. Also, language issues are happening at school. For example, the
National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is a test to measure the basic
ability of Australian students in English. Of course, some indigenous students and EAL students have
disadvantages because of their lack of English abilities. All kinds of such tests should be shifted to their
first language, but it is difficult to compare. It is really complicated and difficult issue for Australian
people, but one thing is certain that people should have different points of view to understand and accept
cultural diversity.

In the interview, Prof. Fricker talked how to research “with” indigenous people. I thought from the
perspective of research “about” indigenous people, but he mentioned that it is important to think about
how the research will benefit them. Aboriginal people should be equal participants and centered in the
research. We can’t judge them without respect. In his words, I felt that he has real respect for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people. Also, he explained that before the research, that the researcher should
first build the relationship with indigenous people. Research is feeling. People can learn with indigenous
people by being, doing, knowing, thinking, and feeling. Research that further serves to make them
invisible in society has no meaning for aboriginal people. These were really moving words for me.
Research related to culture always need some help of people, and it is first made up of respect. However,
unfortunately, some indigenous research is focused on the benefit for white people. It makes it difficult
to fully understand indigenous people and culture. It means that indigenous culture must be taught in a
proper way. Accordingly, he suggested the concept of “browning” that is one of the curriculums to learn
indigenous culture. He told that it is important for students to learn indigenous culture without the white

way. At school, students are studying indigenous culture and history, but they don’t know about the
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positive aspects of aboriginal culture, or what actually happened in the history. “Who is the hero?” “What
really happened?” “Let’s talk about famous indigenous people!” These kinds of topics happen very
little in the current school curriculums and can be better address through browning the classroom or the
curriculum. In browning the classroom, content, pedagogy, space, and community engagement are very
important. Especially, I think that thinking about space in the school environment is more important.

As a first step, classroom should be decorated with indigenous things such as arts, boomerangs, or
shields. School is often an isolated and not opened place, so we need to make classrooms less restrictive.
Also, it is important for students to get out and join the ‘on country’ walks. By doing so, student will
be able to feel indigenous culture more effectively and create their own imagination about indigenous
people. “Built environment” is the key word of the browning curriculum. Schools are basically white
spaces, so it is hard to avoid teaching in the white way. However, teachers can figure out some way to
create a more proper environment to learn indigenous culture. Also, community engagement is essential
for the students. It is necessary for students to respect and learn the local community.

Through browning the curriculum, students can learn indigenous culture by being, doing, knowing,
thinking, and feeling. Someday, I hope that this will happen in the whole society in Australia. Classrooms
can be a metaphor of society in microcosm, so school education is a really important part of supporting
to understand cultural diversity, and teachers have a big responsibility for indigenous students and non-
indigenous students.

In the second interview, we asked Prof. Fricker if he was satisfied with the speed of society changing.
He answered, “I think we are in the right direction, but it’s too slow.” 231 years have passed since
white people have been in Australia, but they advance with small steps. There are still people who are
racist or don’t like Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. They don’t realize the importance of
learning indigenous culture. Sadly, most racist people have a question like, “Do we really have to study
indigenous culture?” In addition, Australia has two big problems, “land rights” and “treaty”. White
people stole the land, but Australia is also their home. Then, how are we going to navigate this? How
can we figure out a way? We don’t have an answer for these questions. In addition, other colonized
countries like Canada and New Zealand have treaties, but Australia is the only country that has no treaty
with its Indigenous peoples. We must recognize that Aboriginal people never formally gave up their
land. Treaties should be trying to support aboriginal people in law, and support their welfare, education,
or health, so they should have a right to decide how the government money gets spent. However, it isn’t
like this in Australia, and people should think that, originally, treaty should be a benefit for indigenous
people. Prof. Fricker told us it will be a long game to make Australia better place more for indigenous
people and non-indigenous people.

I could learn from him a lot of important things about indigenous people and culture. Also, I
recognized the difficulties of interviewing in the second language. We prepared and discussed a lot
about the questions before we met him, but in the interview, I couldn’t ask all of questions that I
prepared. We tried to do a semi-structured interview, so we knew what topics need to be covered and

what questions need to be asked. However, I couldn’t have enough flexibility to respond and probe his
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answers. Interviews are always moving and flowing, so we needed more flexibility and practice to ask
the questions we wanted to. Also, the order of questions is important. We should have begun with easy
question to relax the interviewee and interviewer. I thought that it is an easy thing, but actually it was
difficult for me because I was so nervous. I prepared some questions and expected the answers, but his
answers were very different from my expectation. When I asked one question, but he answered other
questions that I prepared at the same time. Therefore, I learned that I should have an ability to fix and
solve some problems on the fly and be flexible when we interview. It was my first good experience to

interview formally in the second language.

What Thornbury Primary School does for students

On March 7th, we went to Thornbury Primary School to learn about their school curriculum and observe
indigenous language teaching. Students at Thornbury Primary School have a wonderful opportunity
to study one of the oldest living cultures through the Koorie Language which is one of the indigenous
languages in Victoria, and other indigenous culture classes too. They also focus on key indigenous events
throughout the year, such as Sorry Day, Reconciliation Week and NAIDOC, as well as important local
and national indigenous groups. They also covered historical and contemporary issues that are connected
to these events and people. There are different programs for each grade level. Through this indigenous
program, students can learn acceptance of different cultures, and grow more tolerant of each other.

At Thornbury Primary school, there are about 60 indigenous students, and it accounts for about 15
percent of all students. Thornbury is avery comfortable, culturally safe, and small community, so many
indigenous families move there, and the local indigenous community wants to teach aboriginal culture at
school. Nowadays, Indigenous students at Thornbury don’t speak their language because their language
went extinct a long time ago. However, it is important to re-inherit their culture for the next generation.
Terri Lee-Fiztpatrick, who is a teacher from the indigenous community, is teaching students the
indigenous language Woiwurrung, which is spoken by the Wurundjeri people. We joined her class and
learned the differences of pronunciation between a and u in Woiwurrung. She used ‘tic tac toe’ to teach
pronunciations and at the same time, students studied the English spelling of each word. There were a
lot of fun activities for the students. Also, Terri’s classroom was filled with a lot of indigenous cultural
items such as boomerangs, paintings, and eagle called Bunjil - the creator of the world. I thought that
all schools need to create these environments for learning indigenous culture. Woiwurrung is basically a
lost language, but it has cultural value. I want students to keep studying about indigenous language and
culture in order to make Australia a better place.

I also learned about the Thornbury Primary School from the principal, Mr. Leon Bell. He told us that
everybody should be respected and treated well. He wants students to make relationships with people
from different cultures more equally and independently. Therefore, teachers are always thinking about
what students’ needs are, and what is important for the students. I could understand their passion from
seeing the classrooms, their programs, and the relationships between teachers and students. I felt that this

school is more comfortable for both indigenous students and non-indigenous students. That day, students
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were taking class pictures, and gathered in the hall. When we were observing the school, we heard the
announcement “All students who identify as aboriginal please come to the hall to take a picture”. We
were surprised and went to the hall. On the stands, there were Aboriginal students smiling confidently.
I thought that all aboriginal people have dark skin but there were some students who look like white
people. I’'m ashamed to say this, but I realized that we can’t judge who you are from the appearance. We

could come to understand that “culturally” they are Aboriginal people. This is related to the concept of

‘Just One Drop’.

Big support of Melbourne Indigenous Transition School
On March 14th, we visited Melbourne Indigenous Transition School (MITS) which is supporting
indigenous students from remote communities to transition into white society. It was established in
2016, and there are 22 boys and girls around Year 7 age. MITS is in a big city, Melbourne, which is
good place to transition. Also, MITS is very close with a famous local football club. Therefore, students
have opportunities to talk with many kinds of people and it is a good practice for students to stay in
the white society. Most students are from Northern Australian indigenous communities and spend all
their Year 7 time at MITS without their families. Paul Barcham who is the development manager told
us homesickness and kids getting sick are the biggest problems for the students and their families.
Transition is a big jump for students, so teachers are trying to make MITS a more comfortable place for
the students. Also, they welcome their families to regularly visit MITS to see their children and students
go back home every 11 weeks. These supports are helpful for students to jump into the new community.

For transition into the society, it is important for students to tell about their own culture confidently.
After transition into white society, they will be asked where you are from because most students have
an obviously different appearance. They should answer confidently. Having confidence about their own
indigenous culture is the most important thing for them, and through living in MITS with other students,
they can build up their own identity. Also, they can learn the diversity within indigenous culture and
how to respect different unique culture. The school has an outdoor fire place space for students to gather
outdoors.

In addition, they continue supporting students after they graduate from MITS. Students can go to
partner schools which are high-performing Victorian schools. MITS works closely with 10 partner

schools and continues to support students after leaving the school. Teachers are trying to make these
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partner schools more comfortable places too. I was impressed by their hard work and dedication. Some
indigenous people don’t want to transition into the society, so MITS does not actively advertise to come
to the school. They hope that MITS will become one of their choices to make indigenous people’s life

better.

Summary Comments
Through this research project, I could learn some important things about culture. At first, I thought that
transition into white society is a very natural thing for indigenous people. However, I came to realize that
many Indigenous people don’t want to live in the white society. Nowadays, we are in the globalization
era, and people can easily go to the different country. To communicate with people from a different culture,
we should decide whose rules we should use. Especially, language is the big problem for us. Through
the interview with Al, I learned about deficit positioning, then I noticed that my thinking was basically
wrong. People need to keep their own identity, culture, and own community, and people also need an
ability to accept other cultures. In Japan, I cannot feel big cultural problems such as language, religion,
and cultural difference, so I didn’t know that indigenous culture is such a deep issue for Australian
people. One of the big problems is that some people do not recognize this big problem between
indigenous people and non-indigenous people. People should know about culture and be interested in
this issue. As I said above, school education has an important responsibility to understand cultural issue.
We can’t resolve this issue completely, but I think that we can try to understand indigenous people and
respect them more. This is the most important things, and the only thing that people can do.

There are a lot of issues about cultural diversity, but I was really impressed by people who are trying
to make their place more comfortable for both indigenous people and non-indigenous people. I will

never forget this valuable experience through my life and I really appreciate everyone who supported

me. Thank you very much!
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Victorian Aboriginal Language and Culture:
Indigenous Languages Revival in Primary School Curriculum

Hiromi Nariya (J&#& %3)
NI SRR ERE o — R 4 [\l

On March 2nd, 2019 I left Kochi for Melbourne, Australia by way of Malaysia, and investigated
about Aboriginal education set up in Victoria during the following two weeks. This report is about
my international field study with regards to the Indigenous language and culture revival movements
occurring throughout the whole continent in Australia. Especially, about how primary schools in Victoria
are leading the way in Aboriginal education. Thanks to teachers from RMIT university, Rosana primary
school, Thornbury primary school, Melbourne Indigenous Transition School, and facilities such as the
Languages and Multicultural Resource Center (LMERC), Koorie Heritage Site and the Melbourne
Museum, I was able to learn the foundation and also the forefront part of this field.

Before the British colonization in the late 18th century, more than 250 language and 500 dialects
of Indigenous languages were spoken throughout Australia. However, many of these languages are
no longer used commonly, thus only 20 to 25 varieties remain, and likewise cultures of Aboriginal
communities are fading. Nevertheless, in the last recent years, the Victorian Aboriginal Education
Association (VAEAI) which is in the lead to revive Indigenous languages and culture, is promoting
education for both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children. Starting with the abundant resource
collecting at LMERC, I deepened my research by visiting schools, observing classes, interviewing
teachers and stakeholders, some museum visits, and a guided tour. Doing research and some interviews
to comprehend about a developing, complicated and delicate field in English was sometimes hard, yet
it was an extremely worthwhile study. This report will be a window to know about the background and

present situation of Aboriginal education in Australia.

3

Bunjilaka, Melbourne Museum/ Koorie Heritage Trust

To learn the basic information about Aboriginal people’s origin, history and culture, we visited the
Bunjilaka, Melbourne Museum. Here, we were welcomed with the word “WOMINJEKA” which
the meaning is welcome in Woiwurrung, the Indigenous language used in the Kulin Nation. The five
Victorian Aboriginal language groups that make up the Kulin Nation are: Djadjawurrung, Wathawurrung,

Boonwurrung, Woiwurrung, and Daungwurrung. The full respect for Aboriginal people that they are
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the traditional owners of the land in what is now Melbourne was shown, and this precept was held up at
every place that was related to the indigenous people.

On the first booth near the entrance, pictures of the ancient and present Aboriginal people were
displayed. From the picture, we could learn about Aboriginal people whose lives today do not seem like
“Aborigine”. There were often no differences in appearance between “white” people. As we go ahead,
varies kind of animals, tools for life such as hunting, cooking, and fighting, also accessories and shields
to make identity for each community were displayed which we could touch, listen to the animal’s voice,
and hear music. At the inner part of the museum, history of Australia was guided from the Aboriginal
people’s perspective, not from the “Strangers from the ocean” and not as an “Undiscovered continent.”
They believe in Bunjil the eagle, the creator of Aboriginal people from the land, thus they have a strong
affiliation calling “our Country” or “our Land”. The modern Australian history which starts in 1788, for
them, the land was just stolen and they have been fighting against the white men’s harsh treatments ever
since.

No treaty, taking families apart from their communities, English settlements, and “Stolen generations”.
Between 1910-1970, many Indigenous children were forcibly removed from their families as a part of
the policy of a white superiority assimilation. Aboriginal peoples today wish children to gain back their
own languages, and that schools establish a written curriculum and educational resources so in time,
this knowledge will spread out and be learnt by all people and not just Aboriginal people. During our,
some elementary and high school students were in the museum, talking seriously with their friends,
writing down on their notebooks what they learned from the exhibitions. I had a chance to talk to two
girls who said that it was one of the programs in their school for a study about Indigenous language and
culture. In the notebook written “The First People”, there were some blanks with a question linked to the
exhibitions, and by completing this task, students were able to gain knowledge and be motivated to think
about indigenous issues as a familiar and modern one.

We also visited the Koorie Heritage Trust for two days and saw some Aboriginal cultural and art
exhibitions, and took a guided walking tour. The guide was an aboriginal woman from Taungurung
which is located in a large area of central Victoria. We walked around the Birrarrung Wilam River
and learned how the land, society, and people changed from the past. The art collection at the Koorie

Heritage Trust exhibits included lots of political art promoting the need to see Australia from

Thornbury Primary School

This school stands in the land of the traditional custodians, the Wurundjeri people, and provides great
supports for Aboriginal children, and non-Indigenous students, for both education and life. Principal
Leon Bell guided us around the school, and after I observed a Woiwurrung language prep class taught
by Aunty Terri (Terri Lee-Fitzpatrick), I had a chance to interview her. Not only people from the
Waurundjeri area but also Aboriginal parents from far away in Australia come to Thornbury so that their
children study in this school. It is because of the school policy to be a culturally safe space, not dividing

student ability as a gap but on individual needs, and their strong relationship towards the Aboriginal
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communities.

In this school, there were many Indigenous features to set up a comfortable learning environment
for Aboriginal students as the following examples. Two types of T-shirts, blue for Thornbury primary
school and green with an Aboriginal flag were supplied, which every student can choose either one as
they like. They also read out the “Acknowledgement of Country” with all students and teachers every
Monday. This acknowledges and pays respect to the Traditional Owners and ongoing custodians of the
land - the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Students and staff read out towards the flag, “We
acknowledge the Traditional Owners of country throughout Australia and recognize their continuing
connection to land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past, present, and emerging.”
Thornbury also promotes Aboriginal art craft program (NAIDOC), has classrooms coordinated with
Indigenous nature materials, and celebrates with various kinds of Indigenous events. Aboriginal parents
and communities are also engaged in these programs and history classes to give children the real
Aboriginal site teaching.

Aunty Terri is an Aboriginal woman who has been working as a teacher for thirty-two years and
started Woiwurrung language teaching from five years ago as the curriculum was enforced. She told us
the difficulties to build the gap between the curriculum achievement and the reality. The fact that only a
few teachers can speak this Indigenous language, and that English pronunciation had affected the formal
language makes it hard to preserve or fix because of insufficient materials.

The class started with “Letter & Sounds” by using the Indigenous letter chart, and that day’s focus was
on the letter “a” and “u”. Then a two-group team match spelling game “Tic Tac Toe” started. First, Terri
tells the word in English, and makes students guess the spelling in Woiwurrung that includes “a” and “u”.
Every student was raising their hand actively to answer the words they learned. Whenever Terri praised
or called attention, she used a Woiwurrung phrase and children seemed to understand the meaning very
naturally. Not just teaching and practicing words, but Terri was also telling children through the whole
class the importance of paying respect to who is speaking, and the value to make mistakes by saying
“Mistake will be a fantastic effort, and to have a go” which are a significant moral for Aboriginal people.
I was impressed with the students’ attitude that when somebody made a mistake, they encouraged each
other by saying “It’s OK, we can learn from mistakes!”. Students seemed like they were successfully
learning both language and morals.

The future dream for Thornbury was to adopt an Aboriginal instrument to each class because a rich
musical education is also a mainstream principle of this school. However, instruments such as the
didgeridoo are in a more masculine positioning for Aborigine, and in nowadays tendency, “Thinking
about gender equality in society is the challenging topic when we think about who can traditionally play
the didgeridoo,” Mr. Bell said.

The warm atmosphere for all Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students, strong trust towards this school
from Aboriginal parents and community, and teacher’s teamwork and policy were so unshakable at
Thornbury that I thought it will keep being the leading model school for the Aboriginal education plans

in future.

20184RFE  [EBSHE BT

29



30

“ﬂ'}:ﬂlﬂ Heritage Teva Inc

_ PRI
,_.!_-r'_. w b AT EEHE

<

Aleryk Fricker interviews

Aleryk Fricker is a proud Dja Dja Wurrung man and an Indigenous Education lecturer at RMIT
University. His native ancestor was brought to Christian community to make ‘less black’ and he said
his family described themselves as “Black Irish” to cover up their indigenous ancestry. He shows how
“whiteness” and English-language teaching force Aboriginal children to assimilate, and he taught us the
phrase ‘browning the classroom’ to prioritize Indigenous perspectives to the content being taught was
the key. Al kindly took two days for us to talk. The first day, we took an “On Country Scar Tree Walk”
around the RMIT School Education, Bundoora campus with Al serving as guide, as he does for many
visitors to RMIT, and afterwards we had an interview.

During the walk, we learned how Aboriginal people coexisted with nature with the belief “Own the
country and owned by the country”. We saw a wooden pole with Indigenous paintings, scar trees which
were used to make canoes, fishing poles, shelters and boomerangs, and a Circle Tree which is a sacred
place for women to give birth.

Al informed us that we must approach cautiously when doing a research about Aboriginal people,
and listed some current general principles. 1. Allow them to inform you about how the research should
proceed. 2. Do not make assumptions and “take off the white coat”, which indicates ‘Deficit Positioning’
as a starting point 3. Research with them not about them. 4. Researching about them is not about
knowing, it is about feeling. 5. Tell how your research will benefit the Indigenous people. Moreover,
he explained that to prove you are Aboriginal does not mean that Aboriginal blood has to be verified.
Identifying yourself as “I’m Aboriginal” is sufficient, so asking what percent Aboriginal you are is very
rude. Through the interview, I learned about the current misunderstanding about Aborigine and education

circumstances, and how these should be fixed for the future.
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Deficit Positioning

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are often thought to have lesser abilities than white
people as they are often described as being less academically able and healthy, suffer from violent
environments, and have drug issues. However, in this thinking only the bad side and not the successful
part of Aboriginal people are concerned, and judgements are based by a criteria for white people to
white people. In fact, we can say that Indigenous people are multilinguistic which could be said to show
greater superiority than only speaking English.

Another example of how deficit positioning is dominant in Australian society is the National
Assessment Program-Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN), which is tested by standard Australian
English. Thus, it is inevitable that many Aboriginal students will rank low and the official data will show
that they do meet white Australian standards. Therefore, regarding this as a problem that Aboriginal
children are disadvantaged is an example of how “whiteness” controls everything. To face the issues,

first it is important to fix the whiteness and try to think from the Aboriginal perspective.

Built Environment

In a simple level as a physical space, classrooms in schools should be decorated with Indigenous
artworks and objects which all children can hold, move, and talk about. An application called
‘Dulaiwurrung’ is at the ICT forefront that tells stories, words, and cultures in a sound which corresponds
to all Aboriginal languages. The key is, how we design the class. For example, rooms should be a big
space with multiple classes, or even individual rooms should not be like enclosed white space. Also,
isolating schools from communities creates a barrier, so taking them off campus and engaging with
Aboriginal communities outside of the school to have more people in and out of the school space is
important. Two things we have to be careful about regarding the Built Environment is to make it relevant
about where the school stands, and to be sure about the Aboriginal student’s background because of the

diversity among all Indigenous communities.

Next Step

Creating a curriculum is the best way to build an environment and culture where eventually Indigenous
content becomes very normal. Children already learned or heard about some related topic of Indigenous
content; however, to be a fixed part of the curriculum throughout the year at every grade level is the end
goal. To create a successful curriculum, we have to think “What did Aboriginal people do with math,
science, geography...” We have to imagine how they deal with life and education is important, and there
is a representative method called “8 Ways Pedagogy” created by Tyson Yunkaporta. It includes Story
Telling, Learning Maps, Non-verbal Teaching, Symbols & Images, Land Based Learning, Non-linear,
De-construction & Re-construction, and Community Links and brings more specific Indigenous insights
into the curriculum. In addition, as there are many Aboriginal CP programmers and software engineers
today, culture is not statics. It changes, grows, and develops, so we also have to look and engage with

them as present as well.
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Challenges and wishes for the future
Even though the vector is leading in the right direction, the speed of the change is still too slow.
According to Al, there are two serious problems both Aboriginal and Europeans have to deal with - land
rights and treaty. From the Aboriginal people side, their land was taken by the European and not given
back. However, many generations went by and it is now their home, too. Thus, how to navigate this is
a huge challenge to figure out a way where we can compensate for those who lost the land, and access
to the land. Australia is the only colonized country that does not have an original treaty, which means
Aboriginal people have no national approach or control over literacy to benefit themselves like self-
determination for housing, health, welfare, and education. Building a framework as a guarantee level, to
acknowledge and to prove that Aboriginal people have power, is their minimum wish from the treaty.
The last question for ‘Indigenous education’ is, “Are Aboriginal and children getting a good education
in terms of a white judgment or Indigenous judgement?” It is Aboriginal parents’ strong wish for their
children to have access to the school curriculum that all other students in the country have, but they
also do not want them to lose their own cultural identity. To have a school education, most Aboriginal
children have to leave their communities and families. We have to consider some risks when children did
not work out and lose face, which is an important element living in an Aboriginal community. To support

those Aboriginal children, we need some meditator between schools and communities.

Melbourne Indigenous Transition School

This is a one-year school which accepts seventh graders and helps Indigenous children from a remote
and regional communities to make the next step to enroll in Melbourne partner schools in a scholarship
position after one year. Twenty-two children come and live here annually to study mainly numeracy
and literacy in Australian English in the MITS-provided curriculum. Every MITS leader has a strong
connection and trust with Aboriginal communities which results in a system that children will never
be away from home for more than eleven weeks at a time, and parents can stay with their children for
three days to check whether they are fitting in. Teachers place emphasis on a warm home environment
to make children feel comfortable in their Aboriginal culture and confident to talk about themselves to
be able to live and be strong in both worlds. Mr. Paul Barcham who guided us said, “Facing children’s
different backgrounds, languages, and homesickness is tough but we hope to be a model school as a
transition practice for Aboriginal children.” The impression I had was that teachers at MITS were like
a ‘father’ and children were living comfortably and naturally all together like a family. One teacher
informed us that two children said that after graduating MITS and other partner schools, they will come
back to MITS to work as a teacher to support many indigenous children in the same way they benefitted.

I strongly thought that this is evidence that MITS provides a successful support for Indigenous children.

Finishing the field research
Through my whole study in Melbourne, I fully realized that the primary school curriculum is not the

only element to figure out about the Indigenous language and culture can be revived. All the history that
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has occurred on this land, how movements in schools, associations, communities, everyone who takes
part in this field are working now, are also the facts we have to be concerned about. Since this stream
has just started to flow, there are still many things that even specialists have to learn about. However, 1
was able to learn about this revival movement not only as a fact but also from a psychological side. The
expression deficit positioning was the most impressive thing I learned when studying about the opposing
viewpoints of Aboriginal and non-aboriginal.

I sincerely appreciate the help of all teachers, staff, and friends I met during my stay. [ had a valuable
and stimulating time studying about the forefront of Aboriginal revival and spending my first time in
Australia. As Australia is a country of immigration, the areas in Victoria were broadly divided among
ethnic groups and I enjoyed many kinds of food and views. Special thanks to Darren Lingley and Sean
Burgoine for helping me all the time, and mostly I am very pleased having a great field research with
both great teachers. This experience will help me for the future, and it pushed me to keep on studying

more deeply about this topic.
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Japanese as a Foreign Language (JFL) Curriculum in Australian Primary Schools

Shiho Katayama (F L&)
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Introduction

In this paper, I will describe the results of my field work conducted on foreign language education in
Australia. I arrived in Melbourne, Australia for the first time on March 2nd, 2019. I had decided to apply
for this international field study project and had written a proposal for this research. When I knew my
proposal had been accepted, I was very glad, but it didn’t feel quite real yet. I still remember clearly,
however, that my motivation to do this research was increasing the moment I came out from Melbourne
airport. My two-week journey began like this.

I’m very interested in how Japanese language is taught in foreign countries because I am studying
for my Japanese teacher’s license at Kochi university. Japanese teaching methods can be divided into
two types: the indirect method and the direct method. Normally Japanese teaching is based on the direct
method which is when teaching is done in Japanese only. I took a Japanese teaching method class and
it was all about the direct method. Because we were in Japan, we focused on using Japanese to teach
Japanese. Therefore, I could only imagine that I would teach Japanese to non-native Japanese speakers
in Japan. However, in Australia, depending on the school, they use both the direct and indirect methods.
The indirect method is when Japanese classes are taught using mainly English. I wanted to understand
the Japanese learner’s motivation and atmosphere in the classroom, and also how much Japanese or
English the JFL teacher uses in a Japanese class. Australia is one of the largest countries where Japanese
language is taught in schools as a foreign language, so going to Australia to investigate education was
a perfect situation for me to learn how to teach Japanese as a foreign language. I spent only two weeks
in Melbourne but had many productive days taking classes at RMIT university, visiting Methodist
Ladies’ College (primary school and secondary school), Huntingdale Bilingual Primary School and
Siena College (secondary school), and interviewing teachers. I learned a lot of things through visiting,

observing and interviewing at the four different schools.

Observation at Methodist Ladies’ College

At Methodist Ladies’ College (MLC), I observed and assisted the Japanese classes (kindergarten to Year
10) over two days. I could observe different level classes with different teachers, both Japanese and
Australian. On the first day at MLC, I attended six Japanese classes and one French class in primary
school. I also observed kindergarten classes. At this school, one teacher teaches Japanese to students
who are in kindergarten from three years old to grade 4. They have a special Japanese classroom. In
the classroom there are a lot of Japanese materials on the wall like language posters for the months,
seasons and kanji. Also, there were Japanese cultural items such as hina ningyo (a special doll wearing

a traditional Japanese costume for the Doll’s festival) and zabuton (Japanese cushions). These give
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the room a Japanese atmosphere which I believe makes it easier for students to switch into Japanese
speaking mode. The teacher of Japanese, Jane Liauw, is a non-native Japanese speaker, but she speaks
in Japanese most of the time in her class and also her students are used to her Japanese instruction, so
they can understand it. Jane creates an atmosphere in which it is easy to speak Japanese because she is
trying to speak Japanese a lot in her classroom. She said that classroom management is the hardest thing
when teaching Japanese. I understood a lot about classroom management through observing her classes
and I was very impressed. For example, to get the student’s attention she would clap her hands “7TE TE
TE”, and sing songs, of course in Japanese, and gave the students positive reinforcement. When students
lost their concentration and misbehaved, Jane would start to sing a song of numbers in Japanese. The
students would suddenly sing it together, begin concentrating, and pay attention to her again. Her
classroom management was highly professional and amazing and I learned a lot about this from her.
Jane mentioned that singing songs was a very good activity to learn languages. I could also see
how this technique works well through observing. The students like singing very much and they sing
Japanese songs loudly using their whole body. I found they often confidently use the phrases that are
included in the songs and also their pronunciation was good. Singing songs helps them improve their
pronunciation and makes them memorize the words quickly. Attending her classes, I realized that Jane
always praises the students a lot and this is one of the key points to manage a language classroom well.
Jane is trying to be positive all the time, and not negative, such as “Hey! Don t do that.”. For example, in
her class Jane modelled positive praise by telling all the students “Oh, look at Emma, Emma is sitting so

"’

beautifully. Sugoi!” Then the other students would suddenly sit up straight. “Everything I have learned
is from what other teachers do,” she said. Communicating with other teachers and sharing information
such as what actions are working well or not, is really important to improve teaching skills. I learned this
important concept about mentoring.

I also saw the differences of students’ Japanese level that was the result of their different backgrounds.
Melbourne is one of the most multicultural cities in the world so there are students who have different
backgrounds. Also, classes are not ranked by ability in this school, so there are a lot of students of
different abilities in one class. Therefore, teachers need to think about students’ learning needs. I saw
the students who speak and learn Chinese and they are already familiar with kanji, so they can read and
write it quickly. Jane gave them more challenging activities when the kanji was too easy for them. On
the other hand, for the students who were just starting to learn kanji numbers, she provided a list with
romaji to help them understand. Being aware of their individual needs and giving them the appropriate
activities is desirable.

I saw the new students who had just moved to this school that day and I heard that it is not rare to have
new students from other schools. In Australia, some schools have no JFL classes, so if students move
to a school which has JFL, it’s hard for them to adapt and join in with classes because of their lack of
exposure to Japanese, and there is a high possibility that many don’t know Japanese at all. Japanese is a
widely studied language in Australian schools and universities but each state government sets their own

curriculum so there are wide differences. That makes it hard to transition between schools and continue
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to study Japanese into secondary school. This is one of the reasons for a recent decrease in the number of
Japanese learners.

I wondered how they catch up. That is one of the curriculum problems in Australia and I was
interested in how schools deal with such problems. In Japan, the Japanese government sets a common
curriculum for everybody with prescribed textbooks, so there are no big differences. Jane told me that
there are a lot of new students in grade three and four, so she teaches them the basics while the other
students are doing group activities. Jane tries to make tasks that the new students can do even if they are
at different levels. She tries to make the new students familiar with her teaching style and the format of
the lessons. Also, Jane sends email to the new students’ parents with a few YouTube clips, links for the
list of songs, Japanese numbers and other key things before they come into her classes. By doing so they
can catch up better. I think that it works well because of the flexible Australian curriculum where much
depends on the teacher’s style. It’s not perfect but it showed me how Australian JFL teachers have to be
creative to accommodate learner needs in such a curriculum.

One idea that I was very impressed with is ‘growth mindset’. Jane told me that “Growth mindset is
very big in Australia and America. It'’s important in language classes.” In her class there is one particular
student who holds a ball all the time. Jane is trying to develop the student’s growth mindset because the
student likes to do everything perfectly. If the student can’t do something perfectly, she will give up, cry
and be upset. Because she has too much pride and a closed mindset, teachers want to open the mindset
up. “Okay you cannot do it yet, it’s not perfect, that is okay. How we try to get better is important.”
Then they practice and keep trying. Learning languages takes years to get good at, so students might be
facing problems and struggling, which is why a growth mindset is important for languages. It is much
more important helping students to have confidence, and to understand we come from different parts of
the world where we can communicate with languages. I think that the growth mindset should penetrate
deeper into Japanese education. In Japan, it is more of a situation where students are told they must all
be the same level but in Jane’s class, she accepts that students are not all the same level. So, they need to
know mistakes are fine then they can learn from their mistakes. Most Japanese feel frightened to make
mistakes and they think that we have to speak English perfectly so they don’t try using English. As a
result, the Japanese Englishs-peaking level is generally low, even though we have studied English in
school for more than six years. It is very important to learn from mistakes. “Learning languages is very
hard unless you have opportunities to speak up a lot,” Jane said.

In Australia, teachers have full control to decide how to teach and what to teach, therefore Jane has
a personal teaching philosophy and decides her curriculum. Jane thinks if these students go to Japan
on a holiday, or if they go to a Japanese restaurant in Melbourne, what sentences are they going to use?
So, she focuses on functional language which they can use in society, because it’s harder if we try to
learn words with no meaning. By doing so, students are interested in language more and they start to
learn spontaneously. For example, they know “~wo kudasai” and they ask their teacher “How can I say
‘cushions’in Japanese?” Then they can think and figure out how to say it all in Japanese. They can learn

meaningful words very quickly.
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Also, looking at the official Australian language curriculum, which is a formal government document,
the aims of Australian primary school’s Japanese curriculum seem to focus on communication skills
such as speaking, listening, reading, writing, and in addition, culture. On the other hand, the focus of
Japanese primary school foreign languages curriculum has been on getting students to have an interest

in foreign people, countries and cultures through studying English. We can learn the ways to educate

through observing different curriculums and culture, then we can improve education in Japan, I think.

Experiences as an assistant teacher at Huntingdale Bilingual Primary School

I went to Huntingdale Bilingual Primary School to observe and be an assistant teacher for two days.
This school was established as a regular public primary school in 1954. In 1997, the school received
permission from the Victorian state government to be an English and Japanese bilingual school. There
are students who have Japanese backgrounds where one of the parents is Japanese or both are Japanese.
Also, there are many students who have no Japanese background because this school is public. People
who live near the school go to this school because it is in the area. When I visited this school, I joined
the classes all day as an assistant teacher and saw how to teach the students. I had ‘foundation class’
which is the final year of kindergarten. I also had grade 1, 2, 3 and 4 classes in the two days. Subjects
were literacy and numeracy, and these classes were taught in Japanese only. All the classes had a routine
where students write the date, day, weather and one sentence, of course in Japanese. Even though
foundation students around four years old can write, at the beginning they couldn’t do it and understand
it, but teachers let them to do it in all the classes every single day. They could get used to it and
understand it. It is useful to do routine work in the classes.

There are a lot of Japanese materials on the classroom wall, and these make it easier for the students
to switch into Japanese mode. Because of their background, there are two types of students, those who
feel better at Japanese than English and the opposite. So, in the case of the former, students often speak
Japanese with their family and are used to it. The latter students have only opportunities to expose
themselves to Japanese at the school. The former is better at English because they live in Australia, so
they listen and use English automatically. Students who are strong in English often speak English when
they have questions for the teacher. At that time the teacher answers completely in Japanese. As seen
from the above, there are big gaps of Japanese skills in one class. In this school, teachers have many
ways to teach the class in Japanese. I can see the level difference in teaching. Because of the different

backgrounds, there are different levels of tasks and additional tasks. Assistant teachers also help.
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I also realized how incredible the class management is. In this school, there is a class from 9:00am
to 11:00am continuously. Because of the excellent class management, students can concentrate for the
whole two hours. They do activities when the students get tired. Most of the activities have a point
system game. It makes good use of children’s psychology, I think. Students, especially primary school
age, are competitive and like to try to win so it works very well to focus on the class and study. They are
trying to remember and understand to win the game. Even if they make a mistake, the teacher explains it
to them and they learn quickly. They didn’t seem afraid to make mistakes at all. Teachers created a good
atmosphere in the class, I think.

Currently there are two curriculums at Huntingdale. Grades 2 to 6 are 30% Japanese and 70% English
and foundation to grade 1 are 50% Japanese and 50% English. As a result, it affects their pronunciation
positively. Most of the students who are educated 50% in Japanese have better Japanese pronunciation
so, I confirmed that earlier is better for pronunciation. It was an inspiring experience to visit a bilingual

school that has such a unique curriculum.

Conclusion

This field work taught me a lot about different teaching methods and I can see many differences between
Japanese and Australian education. These three points are the key to success and good education.

+ An education that accommodates individual needs and flexibility.

« Class management that makes the most use of inventiveness and creativity.

+ Growth mindset that benefits language classes (making mistakes improves ability).

There are many advantages and disadvantages in Japanese and Australian education systems. In
education, both these advantages and disadvantages should be considered and adopted positively. Thank
you for giving me such a precious opportunity. It was a great experience for me to observe classes

and interview teachers. Especially thank you to Sean Burgoine and Darren Lingley for helping and

supporting us so much before and during the field study.
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International Field Study Report:
English- Japanese Bilingual Education in Melbourne, Australia

Carla Jane Tayabas
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Introduction

This is a report of my international field study from two weeks in Melbourne, Australia. The aim of
my study was to focus on the bilingual education system for English-Japanese bilingual children and
the broader community they belong to. During my two weeks of research in Melbourne, I visited
several primary and secondary schools implementing second language education to observe classes
and interview teachers. I also had the chance to take the TESOL lecture of Dr. Naomi Wilks-Smith of
RMIT University, to visit the Language and Multicultural Education Resource Centre (LMERC), which
provides digital and physical resources for the teaching and learning of the Victorian Curriculum, and
to interview parents raising bilingual children in Australia. To begin with, in this report I would like
to discuss the study of bilingualism and bilingual education. Next, I will introduce my experience and

findings through interviews and observing schools in Melbourne.

Definitions of Bilingualism, Bilingual Education, and Bilingual Families
“Over half the world’s population is bilingual” (Harding and Riley, 1999, p. 27) Bilingualism is not
common in Japan where there are few immigrants, but when we compare Japan to whole world, this is
an undoubted fact. Moreover, the importance of bilingualism and bilingual education has come to be
more widely recognized all over the world. Japan and Australia are not the exceptions on this issue as
the world is getting smaller and a country which uses only one language is much less common recently.

Bilingual education is widely defined as educating learners in two languages but with different
aims which will have an influence on the learners’ understanding. Truckenbrodt and de Courcy (2002)
analyzed the ten possible aims for bilingual education such as “to reconcile and mediate between
different linguistic and political communities” (p.15). French Immersion in Canada is an example
of this point. The dominant aims mentioned by Baker (2002) are the benefits to learners of bilingual
education. These benefits are that learners gain additional skills and that both languages and cultures are
valued. As well as the aims of bilingual education, there are several styles of teaching and Baker (2002)
divides these into “weak” or “strong” (p. 93) forms of education for bilingualism. The weak forms
contain bilingual education but the usual result in language outcome is monolingualism or only a limited
bilingualism. On the other hand, strong forms aim to produce bilingualism and biliteracy. There are four
types of the programs, Immersion, Maintenance or Heritage Language, Dual Language, and Mainstream
Bilingual (Baker, 2002). The schools I visited in Melbourne belong to these programs.

As the definition of bilingual education is clarified, the next point that should be clear is who is

the target of bilingual education or who are the ‘bilingual children’. As the dominant language is not
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always the first or native language of the bilingual, the term bilingual also has several definitions. To
put bilingual children all together in one category is not appropriate because each child has a different
language background. Also, bilingualism should be considered along a range of abilities. Therefore, 1
will introduce here six common categories of bilingual families (Baker, 2002):

- one person-one language

- Non-dominant home language

- Non-dominant home language without community support

- Double non-dominant home language without community support

- Non-native parents

- Mixed language

To proceed with my field study, several aims, teaching styles, and family backgrounds that I

mentioned above should all be considered as the topic is complicated and could be personal or sensitive

to others.

Bilingual Education in Australia

In the 1980s, the learning of Languages Other Than English (LOTE) in Australia had a big influence on
the primary and secondary school curriculums. The term bilingual education received more attention.
In 1998, the Association Schools of Victoria planned and implemented a program of professional
development focusing on bilingual education. The program had three main aims: 1.) to persuade the
decision-makers about the potential benefits of bilingual education 2.) to train educators and select the
appropriate materials, and 3.) to provide various forms of support to schools which are implementing
bilingual education. The definition of bilingual education in Australia is as follows: “a special type of
language program that involves teaching and learning the material from other areas of the curriculum
such as social studies or math via the medium of a second language.” (Truckenbrodt and de Courcy,
2002, p. 5).

Recently in Australia, interest in immersion and bilingual programs has increased, especially in
Victoria and Queensland. In Victoria, there are 13 government primary schools offering bilingual
programs. There are three schools implementing Japanese: Caulfield Primary School, Gruyere Primary
School, and Huntingdale Primary School. Other schools are offering languages such as Chinese,

Vietnamese, and German. Furthermore, some private schools teach Japanese as a foreign language.

Class Observations and Japanese Education
I visited Rossana Primary School, Huntingdale Primary Bilingual School, Methodist Ladies College,
and Siena College. Methodist Ladies College and Siena College are both private schools. Here I will
focus on two schools, Huntingdale Primary Bilingual School and Methodist Ladies College, where the
Japanese language is taught.

I visited each school for two days. I mainly observed classes, but | also participated as an assistant

teacher in some classes. At Methodist Ladies College (MLC), Japanese is taught in both primary and
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secondary classes as a part of the second language program. Students can start learning Japanese from
the Prep year (kindergarten, age 3 to 6) to year 4 and from year 7, then continue through to the Victorian
Certificate of Education (VCE) and International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in years 11 and 12. For
primary students, the teacher uses both Japanese and English. For the above secondary classes, lessons
are taught more in Japanese by Japanese teachers. In both primary and secondary classes, there are only
a few students who had a Japanese background and more students with a Chinese background. There
were no big differences among the students’ Japanese ability in primary level.

On the other hand, Huntingdale Primary Bilingual School implemented the Japanese Immersion
Program. The program provides 2.5 hours of Japanese Literacy Teaching and 5.5 hours of Content-Based
Teaching in Music, Visual Arts, Physical Education, eLearning, Science, and Humanities. A balanced
approach with language and content is highly valued. Students are taught from the Foundation year
(kindergarten) in 50% Japanese and 50% English. Basically, Japanese lessons are taught by Japanese
teachers. A lot of non-Japanese teachers can also speak Japanese and teach their classes in Japanese.
Students can ask questions in English, but they are only spoken to in Japanese. This could be one of
the reasons why Huntingdale Primary School is so successful with its bilingual immersion program.
Students are always immersed in the Japanese environment. The use of Japanese in the classroom will
increase as students move to the next year. With regards to Japanese ability, there is an outstanding
difference among students, and the students’ family backgrounds affects this difference. In the classes
which I observed, about half of the students have a Japanese background; a Japanese parent and a non-
Japanese parent or both Japanese parents. Meanwhile, about half of the students have no Japanese
background. I often saw one student speaking in Japanese to another student who responded in English.
Even students who have less opportunities to speak in Japanese at home or with their friends try to speak
to teachers and school staff in Japanese. Also, I found students speaking Japanese during their playtime.
It was very interesting to see how students choose and use language depending on who are they talking
with.

In general, besides language teaching and use of language, there are a lot of findings through my
class observations. Compared to English language classes in Japan, there are many differences in the
students’ behavior, the teaching strategies, the teaching materials, and the classroom environment. I was
very impressed by how the teachers controlled the classes and how students are willing to learn. Some
of the teachers I interviewed mentioned that one of the hardest things to do when teaching Japanese is
classroom management and to account for different abilities in the program. As I described, there is a
gap between students’ Japanese abilities and for teachers, it is necessary to meet the students’ needs and
to help them. “It is enjoyable and challenging, but difficult at the same time because it takes time and
a lot of thinking,” said the teacher from MLC. I saw several strategies by teachers from each school.
Teachers tend to use posters, gestures, songs, and role plays. Through these activities, students are able
to learn functional language and not only isolated vocabulary which are typically seen in English classes

in Japan.
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Parents of Bilingual Children

I couldn’t have an opportunity to interview parents from the schools I visited. Fortunately, however, |
interviewed one Japanese parent who is raising bilingual children in Melbourne. Also, I had a chance
to talk with some teachers from the schools I had visited who are raising multilingual children with a
Japanese or non-English speaking partner. They kindly shared their experience of raising children and
the difficulties of making sure their children can speak the languages spoken by parents. Also, they
mentioned that Doyo-ko or Saturday schools (local community groups offering extra schooling for
children) help their children to learn Japanese language and culture, in addition to building a Japanese
community. These are especially important for children who are not going to schools with Japanese

programs.

Conclusion

I have learnt a lot of new things about bilingual education and how Japanese language programs in
Australia succeeded. Of course, there are some disadvantages for students who are going to bilingual
schools. Some students might struggle to catch up with the level expected in classes. Other students
might feel that their learning has less value because they have limited opportunities to use Japanese
compared to students who use Japanese at home. However, I think that it is more worthwhile to look
at the advantages that bilingual education programs will provide to the students. Constantly seeking
the best way of implementing bilingual education is essential to improve the program. The help of
the community is also important, too. In addition, I hope that bilingual education in any language can
become more widely known and become an option that many parents can choose for their children.

I faced some limitations in my interviews. I believe that in the process of choosing the interview
questions, I focused too much on the children who have Japanese parents. Unfortunately, this led to my
actual interviews in Melbourne being limited. I believe I should have thought more about the students
with no Japanese backgrounds who are learning Japanese as a foreign language or taking bilingual
programs. Also, to bilingual families, I should have asked deeper questions but I was concerned that |
might ask too many personal things. I also expected that I would have a chance to ask students some
questions independently. However, having an interview with students in Australian schools is not
allowed and this should be considered.

My two weeks of field research was fulfilling. The teachers I met showed me the worth of being a
teacher and what a teacher should be. I couldn’t forget one of the teachers teaching Japanese who said
that, “We (teachers) are helping the students to be confident. To understand that we came from different
parts in the world and that we are learning the language to communicate with others.” I admire the
teacher’s philosophy which is teaching students to be open-minded and not only to teach what is right or
wrong. In addition, I found how difficult it is to design field research but found it interesting to learn new
things outside the university.

To conclude, I would like to express my special thanks and gratitude to my teachers, Sean Burgoine

and Darren Lingley who guided and helped me to pursue this research. I would also like to thank Dr.

20184RFE  [EBSHE BT

43



Naomi Wilks-Smith who arranged school visits, welcomed us in her lecture at RMIT University, and
helped us throughout our stay in Melbourne. To teachers and school staff in Melbourne who welcomed
our observations, and parents who kindly shared their stories, I am extremely appreciative. Lastly, to my
friends with whom I shared the entire journey in Australia, Ms. Hiromi Nariya, Ms. Momoko Date, and

Ms. Shiho Katayama, I was lucky to spend two weeks with you and enjoyed learning with you.
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